7 killed in gas accident in Egypt 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (R) Six adults and a child died on Monday 
when chemicals at an army camp in a densely populated district caught fire 
and released draft of choking smoke, Alexandria's Governor Saved AJ 
Jousab aid. He told reporters about 400 people were in hospital, 46 of 
them critically ffl, after breathing fumes from the powder, used to create 
smokescreens during army manoeuvres. More than 1,000 civilians and 
r r t ? c smoke spread over an area where 
about 250,000 people live, he said. In Cairo, an armed forces spokesman 
said the powder self-ignited at an army depot in the AJ Wardian area of 
Alexandria. Alexandria University and about 40 schools were dosed and 
doctors were urged to rush to hospitals in the Mediterranean port. An 
Interior Ministry official said earlier a "spontaneous interaction of a 
chemical powder stored in the camp” created the pall of smoke, which 
caused thousands to be evacuated from their homes around the the ramp 
The official declined to specify the type of powder but said it was “used by 
armies as a smokescreen to camo uflag e movements.'* 
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Arab League diplomat shot in Athens 

ATHENS (R) — A gunman shot and wounded a senior >Vab L^S 1 ^ 
diplomat in Athens on Monday, prompting the league to ask the Greek 
government to step up security measures for Arab diplomats- Midnat 
Nouri A1 Hiyali, an Iraqi who is charge d'affaires of the Arab Leag“ e 
mission in Athens, was driving to work from his suburban home when the 
gunman fired seven shots at him. Mr. Hiyali, 46, told doctors who trearea 
him Tor a shoulder wound that a tall dark young man wearing a white start 
had fired the shots from a sidewalk. "I »w tarn pulling a gun out of tas 
right pocket. I tried to put the car into reverse, but f didn’t manage to do 
so and he shot me from a distance of about ten metres." Mr. Hiyali 
managed to drive io hospital where he underwent an operation and 
emerged smiting. Police were searching for the gunman who got away in a 
car with two otfier men. The Arab League said it strongly condemned the 
attack on Mr. Hiyali. "The Council of the Arab League expresses its 
concern that there will be any repeat of such attempts and asks the Greek 
authorities to show more interest and take the necessary security measures 
for the protection of Arab diplomats,” the statement said. 
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Regent attends 
army celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Monday patro- 
nised a celebration held by the 

First Royal Armoured Battalion to 
mark the 37th anniversary of its 
formation. Prince Hassan watch- 
ed exercises, sports activities and 
contests staged by the battalion's 
personnel and took part in a 
mountaineering exercise. Prince 
Hassan distributed cups and 
prizes to the winners. 

16 killed in 
French air crash 

BORDEAUX, France (R) — A 
French commuter airliner 
crashed into a wood as it 
approached Bordeaux airport on 
Monday, killing all 16 passengers 
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King urges Soviet Union to 
seek implementation of 598 

His Majesty, in banquet speech in Moscow, conveys Arab call 
for peace in Gulf and settlement to Arab-lsraeli conflict 

By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches erting efforts to enforce y N Security Coun _ 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Monday cil Resolution 598 and also to seek to settle 
renewed a call on the Soviet Union to work the Arab-lsraeli conflict through an interna- 
towards ending the Iran-Iraq war by ex- tional conference on the Middle East. 


Monaay, toning an 10 passengers 
and crew. Air France said. The 
Brazilian-made Embraer Brasilia 
aircraft burst into flames when it 
hit the ground in foggy conditions 
a few hundred metres short of the 
runway at Bordeaux's Merignac 
airport. Firemen found the badly 
burned bodies of the 13 passen- 
gers and three crew in the 
charred wreckage. The aircraft 
was an Air France flight from 
Amsterdam to Brussels and Bor- 
deaux. Some of the passengers 
were Belgian children going to 
spend Christmas in southwest 
France, the airline said. 

Egyptian envoy to 
Iraq 

presents credentials 

BAGHDAD (R) — Egyptian 
Ambassador Ibrahim Auf pre- 
sented his credentials in Iraq on 
Monday after the restoration of 
full diplomatic ties last month, an 
' Egyptian embassy spokesman 
said. He said Mr. Auf was re- 
ceived by Izzat Ibrahim, vice- 
chairman of the ruling Revolu- 
tionary Command Council. Mr. 
Auf conveyed a message from 
President Hosni Mubarak to 
President Saddam Hussein, reaf- 
firming support for Baghdad in 
all material and moral aspects. 

Syria pledges 
help to Bonn 

BONN (R) — Syria has told West 
Germany it will step up efforts to 
secure the release of Rudolf 
Cordes, a West German taken 
hostage in Beirut almost a year 
ago, a senior Bonn politician said 
on Monday. Hans Stercken, head 
of parliament’s foreign relations 
■committee, said after a trip to 
Damascus and Beirut that Syrian 
leaders said they would do more 
to help in return for better rela- 
tions with Bonn and the Euro- 
pean Community. 

Hassan H calls 
OIC panel meeting 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of 
Morocco called on Monday for an 
urgent meeting of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference’s 
(OIC) Jerusalem Committee to 
examine violent clashes in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territories. 
The official news agency MAP 
said the King, as chairman of the 
committee, had sent a message to 
Islamic heads of state suggesting 
that their foreign ministers attend 
the meeting in Morocco on Dec. 
21 . . 
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The King, in a speech at a 
banquet hosted by Soviet Presi- 
dent Andrei Gromyko on the first 
day of His Majesty's visit to the 
Soviet Union, also described the 
ongoing Palestinian protests in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as a natural re- 
sponse of the Palestinian people 
who have been suffering under 
the Jewish state's occupation for 
the past 20 years. 

In his speech. His Majesty con- 
gratulated the Soviet Union over 
the signing of an agreement with 
the U.S. earlier this month on 
eliminating all intermediate- 
range nuclear missiles and ex- 


Iraq says 

3.200 
Iranians 
killed in 
two attacks 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said its forces med more than 

1.200 Iranians early on Monday 
in repulsing the second assault by 
Tehran's troops on the south- 
centra] Gulf warfront in 36 hours. 

Baghdad's military spokesman 
Abdul Jabbar Muhsen told repor- 
ters the Iranian attack was laun- 
ched at 6:40 a.m. (0340 GMT) 
east of Misan — formerly A1 
Amarah — on the northern edge 
of the Huweizah marshlands. 

“The attacking forces, from the 
77th Infantry Division, were con- 
fronted with heavy Iraqi fire that 
prevented them from reaching 
even the forward Iraqi observa- 
tion posts and no-man's land," 
Mr. Muhsen said. 

Iran claimed its troops killed or 
wounded 1,000 Iraqis and foiled 
five Iraqi counter-attacks in the 
Fakkeh area, 50 kilometres east 
of Misan. 

Iran is widely expected to 
launch a major offensive on the 
southern front in the seven-year- 
old war, with the major southern 
Iraqi port of Basra regarded as a 
likely target. 

Iran earlier had claimed its 
forces killed or wounded 1,500 
Iraqis in a weekend thrust into 
Iraq, in the same general border 
region as Monday's fighting. 

“If the Iranians continue to 
cany out such attacks they will 
have to take massive losses with- 
out being able to gain an inch of 
land. as~was demonstrated over 
the past two days," the Iraqi 
spokesman said Monday. 

“Total enemy casualties ex- 
ceeded 2,000 with military equip- 
ment destroyed and huge quanti- 
ties of arms captured intact," a 
commander of Iraq's Fourth 
Army Corps which repelled the 
attack told the Defence Ministry 
newspaper Al Qadisiya. 

A senior Iraqi officer said Iran 
threw two regular army brigades 
plus special forces into the battle, 
which ended on Sunday morning 
after 12 hours of fierce fighting. 

The Iranians did not say how 
many men were involved in the 
weekend attack around 
Zobeidat, 200 kilometres north of 
Basra. 

The Baghdad spokesman said 
the Iranians were trapped- by 
minefields and well-fortified Iraqi 
positions in front, while Iraqi 
artillery and tank shells were fall- 
ing behind them. 


pressed hope that the same spirit 
of superpower understanding 
would prevail in other spheres of 
East-West confrontations. 



Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Israeli troops killed three Palesti- 
nian protesters and wounded 12 
others in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Monday as 
anti-occupation demonstrations 
spread to Arab towns inside 
Israel. 

Two protesters were killed and 
several others injured at Toubas 
village near Nablus while a third 
man was killed at a refugee camp 
in Jenin, international news agen- 
cies reported. 

The killings raised the officially 
reported death toll to 19 in a 
wave of protests that began on 
.Dec. 8 in the occupied Gaza Strip 
before spreading to the West 
Bank, Arab Jerusalem and, on 
Monday, to Arab towns inside 
.Israel. 

• Arabs throughout Israel staged 
a general strike on Monday in 
solidarity with their brethren in 
the occupied territories. 

Israeli officials said demonstra- 
tors threw five firebombs at 
Israeli police in the town of Jenin, 
100 kilometres north of Jeru- 


salem. The police opened fire, 
kilting one and wounding four 
other Arabs, according to the 
officials. - 

In the nearby village of 
Toubas, the army said dozens of 
Arabs staged a violent protest 
and firebombs were thrown at 
Israeli troops. The army said two 
Arabs were killed, and reports 
said two others were wounded. 

An 18-year-old boy from the 
occupied Gaza Strip also died of 
his wounds suffered earlier in a 
dash with troops, hospital offi- 
cials told an Arab reporter. Ab- 
out 100 Arabs had been wounded 
by gunfire and about 200 arrested 
in the two weeks of protests, 
according to Israeli reports but 
other reports speak of over 500 
wounded and at least 2,000 de- 
tained. 

A police spokesman said there 
were 40 incidents of stone-throw- 
ing and other protests in Arab 
Jerusalem. Three Israelis were 
injured by stones. 

At one point police ran out of 
tear gas and extra supplies had to 
be rushed to forces in the field, 
according to the spokesman. 


Resistance storms SLA in 
support of Palestinians 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Resist- 
ance fighters attacked Israel- 
backed militiamen in South Leba- 
non on Monday, drawing heavy 
artillery retaliation, reports 
reaching here said. 

Sources quoted by AP said 12 
people were killed and 11 
wounded. 

The sources said the fighters 
attacked a position manned by 
the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
on Ati Al Taher hill inside Israel's 
self-proclaimed “security zone" 
before dawn. 

. Five attackers were killed and 
two SLA militiamen wounded in’ 
close-quarter combat before the 
resistance fighers withdrew after 
a two-hour nrefight, the sources 
added. 

An Israeli army spokesman in 
Tel Aviv confirmed that five 
fighters of Hizbollah (Party of 
God) were killed, but said only 
one SLA militiaman was 
wounded. 

A Hizbollah commnunique 
said an Israeli Merkava tank was 
set on fire in the attack. 

SLA and Israeli artillery in the 
“security zone” fired hundreds of' 
shells into the market town of 
Nabatiyeh and seven surrounding 
villages in apparent retaliation for 
the raid. Israeli helicopter 
gunships strafed nearby olive 


groves. 

Police said five civilians and 
two policemen were killed and 
nine civilians, including two 
Lebanese Red Cross volunteers, 
were wounded when their ambu- 
lance was hit by shellfire. 

The assault was seen as a dis- 
play of support of Palestinian 
protests in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The fighting erupted as Arabs 
in Israel joined Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza in a general 
strike to protest against the kill- 
ing of Arab demonstrators by 
Israeli troops in the occupied 
territories. 

The Iran-financed Islamic Re- 
sistance, comprising Hizbollah 
fighters and other groups, said in 
a statement in the southern port 
of Sidon that its members had 
attacked several SLA posts. 

"It was a big attack to salute 
our struggling'" brothers in the 
occupied land. These attacks will 
surely boost their morale and give 
them’ an incentive to continue,” 
an Islamic Resistance official told 
Reuters in Beirut.. 

The Hizbollab-run "Voice of 
Islam” radio, monitored in the 
eastern town of Baalbeck, said 
the attack "was -a gift from the 
Islamic Resistance to the Muslims 
of occupied Palestine." 


The protests spread to Beth- 
.lehem on Monday when Palesti- 
nians hurled stones and bottles at- 
Israeli troops and police guarding- 
Manger Square. Residents said 
troops replied with tear-gas. 

At least 10,000 demonstrators 
marched peacefully in the 
Nuseirat refugee camp in Gaza, 
chanting nationalist slogans and 
waving Palestinian flags while 
Israeli troops stood by. 

"We're trying to be liberal,’’ a 
senior police officer told Reuter. 
"We don’t have to stop every- 
thing. Let them express them- 
selves a bit." 

The Palestine Press Service 
said Bassal Faisel, 18, who died in 
Toubas, was shot four times, 
once in the head. 

A doctor and a nurse at the Al 
Ittihad hospital in Nablus con- 
firmed the death. They declined 
to give their names. 

White-helmeted police fired 
tear gas and chased about 50 
protesters in Nazareth. 

Eight Arabs were handcuffed 
and carried away in a jeep, and 

(Continued on page 4) 


GCC ministers 
begin meeting 
in Riyadh 

RIYADH (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal 
stressed the need for a "max- 
imum degree of alertness’’ Mon- 
day as he chaired a preparatory 
meeting for the annual summit of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

King Fahd will be chairing the 
summit opening here Saturday 
with the participation of the rul- 
ers of Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

Under the GCC umbrella, the 
six countries are pledged to col- 
lective security measures against 
any menace to a member state. 

"We are meeting today in light 
of very critical international cir- 
cumstances and our region is pas- 
sing through one of its critical and 
dangerous phases," Prince Faisal 
said. 

“This calls for a maximum de- 
gree of alertness and clarity of 
vision so that we can properly- 
evaluate matters.” 

The Saudi minister referred to 
“suspicious plots being hatched 
against our region to divert us 
from achieving our desired objec- 
tives of. security, stability and' 
prosperity.’' He did not elabo- 
rate. 


USSR strongly supports | 
Jordan’s NIHO proposal 1 u ^ 


In his comments on the Gulf Iraq at the Nov. 8-11 extraordin- 
war, the King pointed out that ary Arab summit in Amman and 
the Arab World, by adopting a 

unanimous stand on the side of (Continued on page 3) 


His Majesty King Hussein and Soviet President Andrei Gromyko bead talks in Moscow on Monday 


Israeli troops kill 3 Arabs; 
protests engulf all Palestine 


By a Staff Reporter 

IN A WELCOME move, the v 
Soviet Union sponsored a resolu-" 
tion at the recently concluded 
session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York 
to support the Jordanian proposal 
concerning a New International 
Humanitarian Order (NIHO). 
The Soviet resolution was 
adopted by the General Assem- 
bly by consensus on the recom- 
mendation of its Third Commit- 
tee which deals with humanita- 
rian questions. 

The proposal to promote the 
new humanitarian order was 
made by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan to the 
General Assembly and has been 
the subject of a series of support- 
ing resolutions. It also led to the 
establishment of a high-powered 


Arabs 

express 

solidarity 

with 

Palestinians 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Cars 
stopped and government offices 
fell silent for one minute in 
Kuwait on Monday in a show of 
solidarity with Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

The minute of stieuce at noon, 
called by the Arab League at an 
emergency meeting in Tunis on 
Deer 15, coincided witha general 
strike by Palestinians in Israel 
and the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

In Kuwait, residents said the 
minute of silence was widely 
observed in government institu- 
tions, but less so in the private 
sector. 

At Arab League headquarters 
in Tunis, officials halted work, 
-while the people of Algeria and 
Morocco observed a minute’s si- 
lence, radios reported. 

In Egypt, university students 
heeded the Arab League call. 

Students also burned a replica 
of the Israeli flag after the gov- 
ernment on Sunday lodged its 
fifth angry protest with Israel 
over the violence in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

South Yemen also observed a 
one-minute silence Monday in 
solidarity with the Palestinians. 

In Aden, sirens blew and were 
broadcast by the state-run radio 
to alert inhabitants as the noon 
hour struck. 

In the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), hundreds of Palestinians 
gathered at the Abu Dhabi office 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in wbat an official 
said was ‘an open-ended protest 
in solidarity with our heroic 
brothers." 

In Rome, Archbishop Hilarion 
Capucci, the controversial former 
head of the Greek Catholic (Mel- 
kite) church in Jerusalem, began 
a hunger strike on Monday over 
Israel's handling of the protests in 
the occupied territories. 

A spokesman for Archbishop 
Capucci, who on Sunday prayed 
in St. Peter's Square with 10 Arab 
ambassadors, told Reuters the 
archbishop had started an indefi- 
nite hunger strike in the Rome 
office of the Arab League to 
express solidarity with the 
Palestinians. 

Archbishop Capucci was head 
of the Greek Catholilc Church in 
Jerusalem until 1974 when he was 
convicted by an Israeli court of 
smuggling weapons to Palesti- 
nians. He was released three 
years later on health grounds 
after intervention by Pope Paul 
VI. 

In Cairo, Coptic Christian 
Pope Shenouda III on Monday 
was reported to have appealed to 
Christians around the world to 
boycott Christmas celebrations in 
Bethlehem on the occupied West 
Bank to protest Israeli military 
action against the Palestinians liv- 
ing in the occupied territories. 


Independent Commission on in- 
ternational Humanitarian Issues 
(ICIHI) whose final report was a 
: subject of discussion this year. 

In its preamble, the Soviet re- 
solution recognises "the positive 
role played 6v ICIHI." The re- 
solution forcefully calls for "in- 
ternational cooperation in the 
humanitarian field." Observers at 
the United Nations viewed the 
Soviet move as a manifestation of 
its new policies in the context- of 
"glasnost." 

According to the resolution, 
the General Assembly is ex- 
pected to discuss the question of 
international cooperation when it 
discusses the New International 
Humanitarian Order at its next 
session. 

The United Nations secretary 
general. Mr. Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, is expected to make a 




r 


comprehensive report on NIHO 
next year dealing, among other 
things', with the matters raised by 
the Soviet resolution. 

The secretary general’s report 
is called for under another resolu- 
tion which was moved earlier by 
the Jordanian delegation ana 
which was also adopted by con- 
sensus by the General Assembly. 
Full texts of the two resolutions 
appear on page 5 . 


Britain pledges to seek 
end to Israeli oppression 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The British govern- 
ment has pledged to act bilateral- 
ly and through the United Na- 
tions and the European Com- 
munity (EC) to help end the cycle 
of violence and ease Israeli 
oppression of Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, responding to a 
letter from Liberal Party member 
Lord Winchilsea, said' he will 
urge the Israelis to withdraw from 
the Arab territories occupied 
since 1967. 

He urged Israel to behave 
“scrupulously, in accordance with 
international law," pending its 
withdrawal from the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The foreign secretary’s letter, a 
copy of which was made available 
to the Jordan Times on Monday, 
said that Britain, "together with 
our partners in the Twelve (mem- 
bers of the EC), maintain a con- 
stand dialogue with the Israelis 
over human rights conditions in 
the occupied territories." 

. Mr. Howe said Britain “con- 


demns the practice of administra- 
tive detention" against Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 
He said Britain had "already con- 
tacted the Israeli embassy about 
the case of Mr. Radwan Abu 
Ayyash (president of the Arab 
journalists association in Jeru- 
salem), and will continue to 
monitor the case as it advances 
through the appeals procedure." 

Mr. Abu Ayyash was recently 
detained under an Israeli admi- 
nistrative detention law which 
allows Israel to detain Palestinian 
citizens for six months without 
charge or trial. 

Mr. Abu Ayyash was host for a 
British Liberal Party delegation 
led by Lord Winchilsea that vi- 
sited the occupied territories and 
Jordan earlier this mdtKh. When 
he was served with his adminis- 
trative detention order last week, 
his jailors suggested that "this 
would teach him to avoid foreign 
visitors," Lord Winchilsea re* 
ported to Mr. Howe. 

A motion notice issued by the 
House of Commons given on 
Friday said the British lawmakers 

(Continued on page 3) 


Philippine disaster 
worse than Titanic 


MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
ferry packed with Christmas 
travellers sank in flames late on 
Sunday with the apparent loss of 
more than 1,500 lives in the big- 
gest peacetime shipping disaster 
since the Titanic. 

Only 26 survivors were listed by 
the coastguard after the Manila- 
bound ferry Dona Paz and an oil 
tanker named Victor went to the 
bottom after colliding in darkness 
off the island of Mindoro. 

Nearly a day after rescue ships 


reported finding no trace of either 
vessel or any more survivors in an 
operation disrupted by bad 
weather (See story on page 8). 

The Philippine disaster could 
replace the sinking of the liner' 
Titanic as the greatest maritime' 
disaster in years of peace. 

More than 1,500 people 
drowned or died of exposure in 
1912 when the Titanic hit an 
iceberg on its maiden voyage from 
England to New York. 


Saudi leader arrives in 
Cairo, hails Palestinians 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia's Crown Prince Abdullah 
arrived in Egypt on Monday and 
praised the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

"We are proud of the uprising 
of the Palestinians in confronta- 
tion with the bullets of the 
(Israeli) assassins,”- he said in a 
statement! 

"We will remain by your 
(Palestinian) side and spare no 
effort until the restoration of your 
rights and we are confident that 
you will win." 

The prince, accompanied by a 
large economic and military de- 
legation, was given a red-carpet 
welcome at Kubbeh Palace. 

Prince Abdullah has already 
visited Iraq and Syria and is 
expected to go on to" Jordan. He 
was due to meet Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak for talks 
aimed at promoting relations, 
restored last month after eight 
years. 

In Damascus, the Syrian News 


Agency (SANA) said Prince 
Abdullah, in talks with President 
Hafez Al Assad, discussed the 
Iran-Iraq war, the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict and inter-Arab relations. 

Prince Abdullah is trying to 
speed up the reconciliation be- 
tween Mr. Assad and Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 

After meeting Prince Abdullah 
on Sunday, Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam made an 
apparent reference to the recon- 
ciliation effort when he. told re- 
porters he hoped to achieve 
"what we all wish for.” 

“We should all work toward a 
better atmosphere in the Arab 
World; which will enable us to 
confront all the. dangers that 
■threaten the Arab World, and 
especially those created bv 
Israel,” he added. 

But the Syrian media quoted 
him as saying that no reconcilia- 
tion was possible between Syria 
and Egypt until Cairo abrogated 
its 1979 treaty with Israel. 





Gulf war marks bloodiest year at 
; peace hopes reportedly dim 


By Stephen Jukes 

Reu/er 

BAHRAIN — Stalemate on the battlefield and 
carnage at sea — 1987 was the year that Iran and 
Iraq's bloody vendetta finally captured world head- 
lines and sucked the superpowers into the Gulf war 
arena. 


But despite an armada of West- 
ern warships patrolling the Gulf, 
more seamen died than in any of 
rhe war’s previous six years and 
prospects for peace in I98S 
appear as slim as ever. 

Western diplomats in the Gulf 
said even u new readiness by 
Moscow to back an Iranian arms 
embargo was unlikely to break 
diplomatic deadlock at the Un- 
ited Nations or halt fighting. 

"The only hope for 3n end to 
the war seems to be the United 
Nations... but the chances are 
slim and it looks like the fighting 
will just roll on for another year." 
; .aid one diplomat. 

Another said: “There are fears 
that superpower politics will get 
in the way at rhe U.N. and peace 
is secondary.” 

Moscow made a series of well 
received overtures to moderate 
Arab states in earlv 1987. but is 
now viewed with deep suspicion 
after a warming of relations with 
Iran in past months. 

And there are lingering fears 
among Gulf states over Washing- 
ton's long-term commitment to 
the region. Some fear (hat the 
U.S. only agreed to protect 
Kuwaiti tankers under the Stars 
and Stripes in mid-year to keep 
Soviet influence at bav. 


Diplomats see the biggest un- 
certainty for 1988 in a" possible 
change of Iranian leadership. 
Spiritual leader Ayatollah RuhoJ- 
lah Khomeini, 85. has long been 
rumoured to be ill. 

No radical shift in Tehran’s 
hostility to the “great satan” — 
the United States — or Iraq is 
expected whatever the outcome 
of a likely succession struggle 
between politicians and clerics. 

But the impact on morale in 
Iran's army is less easily assessed. 
Under rhe influence of 
Khomeini, thousands are ready 
to die as martyrs in trench war- 
fare unmatched for its ferocity 
since World War I. 

Iran relies most heavily on its 
superior manpower on the 
ground, and 1988 may start with a 
rerun of January 1987 — Iranian 
troops advancing on Iraq’s south- 
ern city Basra." 

But "military analysts believe 
Iran still lacks the air cover 
needed to score a decisive victory 
and a long-awaited offensive by 
massed troops has so far failed to 
materialise. 

A push by Iran north east of 
Basra earlier this week may have 
been testing defences. Iraq claims 
it repulsed two brigades with 
heaw losses. Iran said it was 


simply a raid. 

At sea. Iraq is expected to keep 
up relentless pressure against 
Iran’s fleet of oil tankers, sending 
daily raiding sorties of Mirage 
jets armed with French-made Ex- 
ocet missiles. 

Twenty-one sailors lost their 
lives 10 days ago when missiles 
slammed into the Norwegian- 
operated tanker Susangird on the 
treacherous Iranian crude shut- 
tle-run down the Gulf. 

Iran's Revolutionary' Guards 
have attacked neutral shipping 
with a new ferocity, this month 
sinking their first ship since the 
so-called tanker war flared in 
1984. 

Their hit-and-run tactics fly in 
the face of Western navies — now 
with some 80 warships, mines- 
weepers and support vessels in 
rhe region — and diplomats say 
attacks are becoming bolder. 

At least 71 merchant seamen 
have died this year and 37 U.S. 
sailors were killed when an Iraqi 
.Exocet hit the frigate Stark in 
May. In 1986, 52 seamen were 
killed, while the number of Iraqi 
and Iranian attacks has risen to at 
least 135 from 80. 

On the diplomatic front, U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar is still trying to rally 
support for an arms embargo 
against Tran to force Tehran's 
leadership to accept the Security 
Council’s July 20 ceasefire calf. 

But diplomats said rhe Soviet 
Union, which has long blocked 
the move, was probably asking 
too high a price to secure a deal 
with the United States and Bri- 
tain — namely the formation of a 


joint U.N. naval force to police 
an embargo. 

Washington has made clear it 
would view with suspicion any 
move that might reduce its huge 
presence in tJie Gulf and allow 
Moscow to increase its foothold. 

A compromise would be a li- 
mited U.N. force to check vessels 
entering the Gulf for Iran-bound 
weapons, but military analysts 
doubt an embargo would be 
effective or alter Tehran's refusal 
to accept a ceasefire. 

“I think we will see more of the 
same in 1988," said a Western 
diplomat. “Iran will play for time 
and every so often the war will 
spill over.” 

Kuwait, which triggered closer 
superpower involvement when it 
sounded out Moscow on charter- 
ing tankers to protect oil exports 
from Iranian anack. has been at 
the receiving end. 

Ten bomb blasts have rocked 
Kuwait this year, the most serious 
on May 22 when fire at the AI 
Ahmadi industrial complex 
threatened to engulf key oil in- 
stallations. Local newspapers 
blamed pro-Iranian Kuwaiti ex- 
tremists. 

Kuwait has also become a fir- 
ing range for Iran's Chinese-de- 
signed Silkworm missiles, one of 
which slammed into a U.S. flag 
Kuwaiti tanker the Sea Isle City 
off its shores in October. 

Saudi Arabia has also felt 
Iran's wrath, with attacks against 
its oil tankers and riots in the Holy 
City of Mecca in. late July. The 
Saudi and Kuwaiti embassies 
were later stormed in Tehran. 


Ozal names new cabinet 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal announced 
on Monday a cabinet of both 
familiar and new faces to grapple 
with pressing economic and other 
domestic issues. 

Major appointments included 
Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz, 
Defence Minister Ercan 
Vuralhan and State Ministers 
Adnan Kahveci and Mehmet 
Yazar. 

Mr. Ozal. who won a new- 
five-year mandate last month, has 
made continued economic reform 
and Turkish entry to the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) major 
goals of his new administration. 

He enlarged the cabinet’s size 
to 25 from 23. adding two state 
ministerial posts. The list was 
approved bv President Kenan 


:vren. 

Mr. Ozal kept Finance Minis- 
ter Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
and Deputy Prime Minister Kay a 
Erdem. 

A pan from Mr. Kahveci and 
Mr. Vuralhan. other new faces 
include Health Minister Bulent 
Akarcali. Labour and Social 
Security Minister Imren Avkut — 


the only woman in the cabinet — 
and Communications Minister 
Ekrem Pakdemirli. 

Mr. Ozal also appointed youn- 
ger brother Yusuf Ozal to the 
cabinet for the first time, as a 
state minister. 

The new cabinet indicates that 
Mr. Ozal plans no major policy 
shifts in his drive for full econo- 
mic liberalisation, more democra- 
tic freedoms and full political 
stability. 

He lias given greater emphasis 
to Western-educated liberal 
members of the ruling Mother- 
land Party, a loose-grouping 
ranging from people with Islamic 
fundamentalist views to centrists. 

Mr. Ozal welded the party to 
fight the 1983 election after three 
years of military' rule following an 
army coup that crushed extremist 
political violence. 

Foreign Minister Yilmaz. 40, 
was tourism minister in the pre- 
vious cabinet. An English and 
German speaker, he did post- 
graduate studies in Cologne. 

Mr. Vuralhan. the new defence 
minister, was a career diplomat. 


Israel to sack 4 soldiers 
over hang-glider attack 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
army said on Monday it was 
dismissing an officer and three 
soldiers for failing to halt a hang- 
glider attack by a Palestinian who 
killed six soldiers in northern 
Israel last month. 

"The service of an officer and 
three non-commissioned-officers 
who did not live up to reasonable 
standards under fire will be ter- 
minated.” an army spokesman 
said. 


He said army Chief of Staff 
General Dan Shomron ordered 
the dismissals which Maj.-Gen. 
Matan Vilnav recommended af- 
ter investigating the Nov. 25 
attack on an army base near 
Kirvat Shmona. 

“The issue of an officer and 
two additional soldiers whose be- 
haviour was. found to be deficient 
will be handled by their comman- 
ding officer." the spokesman 
said". 


Libya, Algeria sign 4 treaties 


BEIRUT (R) - Libya and 
Algeria signed four bilateral 
treaties as pan of the strengthen- 
ing of ties among the five 
Maghreb states. Libva’s official 
news agency (JANA) said. 

The "agency, monitored in 
Beirut, said the treaties were 
finalised at the closing session of 
the joint Libyan- Algerian Arab 
Executive Committee meeting. 

“Both countries signed four 


treaties: to cooperate on the level 
of manpower, cultural activities. 
social insurance as well as tour- 
ism,” the agency said. 

Earlier on Sunday. JANA said 
that Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi opened talks in Tripoli 
with Algerian Prime Minister 
Abdul Hamid Brahimi and 
praised unity efforts by President 
Chadli Benjedid of Algeria . 


Freij curtails 

Christmas 

festivities 

BETHLEHEM. Occupied West 
Bank (AP) — Mayor Elias Freij 
said Monday non-religious 
Christmas celebrations would be 
cancelled to protest the killing of 
Arabs in a wave of unrest in the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Freij made the announce- 
ment as shopkeepers in the town 
where Jesus was bom observed a 
total, one-day commercial strike. 

“I have decided to do this to 
express my anger and dissatisfac- 
tion at the Israeli occupation.'' 
Mr. Freij said. 

. Official Christmas functions in 
Bethlehem, which had been sche- 
duled to begin Thursday, include 
an annual reception attended by 
Israeli officials that symbolises 
Arab-Jewish coexistence. 

Mr. Freij said he would cancel 
the Christmas Eve reception and 
also the traditional Boy Scout 
parades which are a staple of 
celebrations that were scheduled 
to start Thursday. 

“We have to show solidarity 
with our people. We cannot have 
a cocktail party during such a 
tense situation,” Mr. Freij told 
reporters after meeting with city 
leaders. 

One incident was reported in 
Bethlehem, which has been quiet 
through most of the two weeks of 
unrest- in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Ibrahim Shahed, a reporter for 
Israel Radio, said shortly before 9 
a.m. (0700 GMT) a dozen teen- 
agers demonstrated in a side alley 
near Manger Square. Israeli sol- 
diers fired 'three or four shots in 
the area to disperse them, he sad. 
There were no injuries. 

Manger Square and surround- 
ing streets were deserted. Christ- 
mas pilgrims, which numbered 
more than 50.000 last .year, would 
normally be shopping for olive 
wood manger scenes, crosses, 
and carvings of the last supper. 

“We are very disappointed. 
We are just back from Jerusalem 
where everything is closed." 
Mogens Gronne of Holstbro. De- 
nmark. said he and some friends 
were caught in a demonstration in 
Jerusalem on Friday. 

Shaike Erez, head of Israel's 
military govemment.in-che West * 
Bank. ’arrived after Mr. -Freij ’s 
announcement • to talk with city . 
officials and a representative of 
Israel’s Tourism Ministry. He de- 
clined to speak with reporters. 

Mr. Freij said it was the first 
time the reception has been can- 
celled in Bethlehem, six 
kilometres south of Jerusalem. 

“This is the worst time we have 
had in 20 years. I hope this (the 
strike throughout the Arab sec- 
tor) will be seriously studied by 
the Israeli government to activate 
rhe peace process.” he said. 

Anton Andoni, who runs a 
snack bar near Manger Square 
said he was "losing" a lot of 
business " as a result of the strike. 


Sudanese troops advance on Kurmuk 



KHARTOUM (R) - Sudan said 
on Monday its troops had adv- 
anced to the outskirts of a south- 
ern rebel-held border town and 
had smashed a spy-ring helping 
the guerrillas. 

State Radio Omdurman said 
rhe army scored a series of suc- 
cesses in a drive to recapture Kur- 
muk and inflicted heavy' losses on 
the rebels. 

“Our troops are now on the 
outskirts of Kurmuk." the radio 
said in a report from the south 
eastern Blue Nile province. 

The rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) claimed 
on Friday that it had thrown back 
the government's third attempt to 
recapture Kurmuk, some 600 
kilometres south east of Khar- 
toum. 

The SPLA took Kurmuk on 
Nov. 12 in its first successful 
campaign outside the south since 


the war began in 1983. Earlier 
this month, it drove state troops 
from nearby Gizen town. 

An army commander in Dama- 
zin. the Blue Nile provincial 
capital, told the Sudanese news 
agency SUNA that military in- 
telligence had arrested three spies 
in “a vital government installa- 
tion.” 

Maj.*Gen. Zein A! Abidin 
Qasmallah said the engineer and 
two workers gave the SPLA de- 
tails of army movements in the 
Damazin area and of defences at 
the facility employing them. 

He did not identify the men or 
where they worked. There is a 
strategic hydro-electric dam on 
the Blue Nile near Dam3zin. 

It supplies Khartoum with pan 
of its electricity and regulates the 
flow of Nile waters from the 
Ethiopian highlands down to 
Sudan and Egypt. 


Senior officials meanwhile told 
the independent daily Al Ittihad 
that the SPLA had contacted 

Khartoum about the possibility of ‘ 
resuming talks held earlier this .. 
month in London. 

They said the rebels were last 
in touch with the government on 
Sunday to express their goodwill. 

But* Information Minister Al 
Toum Mohammad Al Toum said 
Khartoum had no current plans 
to talk to the SPLA. 

Prime Minister Sadeq Ai 
Mahdi said after the London talks 
there was potential for the Arab 
and Muslim north to reach a 
peaceful solution to the conflict 
with the mainly Christian and 
animist south. 

’ Sudan has accused Ethiopia of 
helping rhe SPLA to capture Kur- 
muk while Addis Ababa charges 
that Sudan aids secessionists in- 
side Ethiopia. 


Shawa seeks help from U.S. to end 
Arab plight under Israeli occupation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A prominent 
leader from the occupied Gaza 
Strip has appealed to the chair- 
man of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives Foreign Affairs Sub- 
committee to seek an end to the 
plight of the Palestinian people 
uncler Israel’s occupation. 

Rashad Shawa, the Israeli de- 
posed mayor of Gaza and presi- 
dent of the Benevolent Society 
for the Gaza Strip, said in a cable 
to Mr. Lee Hamilton that 
“thousands of innocent people 
have and are being killed and 
property destroyed... because of 
the great unforgettable injustice 
inflicted upon us.” 

Following is the hill text of the 
cable, a copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan Times on 
Monday. The cable was dared 
Dec. J4, 2987. 

"Dear Mr. Chairman, 


“From Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, both under harsh and 
inhumane Israeli occupation 
since 1967. 1 feel it is my duty to 
send you this cable, in vour 
capacity as chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Subcom- 
mittee on Europe and the Middle 
East, to draw your attention to 
what is going on in these lands, 
where human beings, whose 
homeland and properties have 
been usurped from them since 
1948 and 1967. are being treated, 
because they are trying to raise 
their voices in protest against the 
injustices inflicted upon them, 
and their children, ana because of 
their protests against, and dis- 
approval of the continued Israeli 
occupation and oppression ’ 
"Mr. Chairman, our very hu- 
man rights have been denied to us 
in our usurped home land. One 


wonders, could human rights for 
the Jews in the Soviet "Union, 
which the United States so rightly 
stands for. mean subjugation, 
oppression and occupation for 
our unfortunate lands and 
people? 

"Mr. Chairman, thousands of 
innocent people have and are 
being killed, and property des- 
troyed. and will continue to be, 
because of the great unforgett- 
able injustice inflicted upon us. 

"Please explain the real situa- 
tion and implications of this very 
intricate problem to your honour- 
able colleagues, and do something 
to resolve this problem, in a fair", 
just, and permanent manner that 
will help bring permanent peace 
to this troubled area. 

“Mr. Chairman, I thank you 
for the trouble you have so kindly 
taken to read this cable.” 


Oslo rejects shipowners’ request for protection 


OSLO (R) — Norway said or 
Monday it had turned down a 
request from its shipowners for 
their vessels to be protected by 
Western warships patrolling the 
Gulf. 

“We have asked the Foreign 
Ministry to take up the question 
ja/.jprorection, for our ships with. 
. allies who already, have. military 
.vessels in tie. Giilf," Arild 
Wegener, spokesman for the 
Norwegian Shipowners' Associa- 
tion, told Reuters. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Per Paust said: "We have re- 
ceived the letter, but have no 
intention of approaching our 
allies with the proposal.” 

Mr. Paust said the proposal 
was unacceptable and repeated 
calls for a United Nations 
peacekeeping force to protect 
tankers from attack by Iran and 
Iraq in the Gulf. 

Oslo shipping sources say 
Norwegians have a stake in every 
fourth ship sailing in the Gulf, 
with about 25 Norwegian 


ships in the area'at any one time. 

Eleven days ago, a Norwegian- 
managed tanker was hit by Iraqi 
missiles and 21 of the crew died 


including its Norwegian captain. 
It was the biggest death toll in a 
single attack on merchant ship- 
ping in the region. 


THANKSFORCONDOLENCES 


IF" 


We, the Glukmann and Karabashi 
families, would like to extend our 
sincere thanks to alt the friends 
and colleagues who sent their kind 
condolences and expressions of 
sympathy on the recent death of 
our beloved Jean-CIaude. 
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TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-1 * 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

!o:00 Children's programmes 

16:50 Scientific programme for chil- 
dren 

17:15 ALF 

17:45 Islam and Life ( Arabic I 

18:11) Local series 

16:1)0 Message from Oman 

16:15 Local programme on educate -n 
16:50 Procramme icvic* and varieties 

20:00 .. Newsm Arabic 

20:30 Arabic Scries 

21:30 Local Legal Panel 

22:15 Varieties programme 

23:00 Ness'summar. in Arabic 

23:10 Closedown 

PROCRAMME TWO 

16:30 American Basketball 

18:00 Hold der»licc 

10:00 News m Flench 

10:15 VnOhdeplusinniMC) 

1 0:30 News in Hebrew 

10:45 Varieties 

20:00 New-, m Arabic 

20:30 Farrington of the F O icnmcih) 

2l:UO. Master Work 

21:10 Remington Steele 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Becectman Thief 


RADIO JORDAN 

KHz. AM £ W MHz. FM 
£ partly on 95nt) KHz. SW 
Tel: "-HI 1 19 


07:00 

07 

08:00 
10:00 
10:111 
1 J;00 
12:00 
12:05 
13:00 
13:05 
14:00 
14:15 
14:30 
15:00 

16:05 
16:30 
17:00 
) 7:30 
18:00 
18:05 
18:30 
19:00 
19:30 


Lieht Music 

Newsdcsk 

Morning Show 

... News Summary 

Jusi a Minute 

.... Follow the Wind 
... News Summary 
. Minute Theatre 

... News Siimnurv 
Pop Session Com J. 

. . News Bulletin 

Instrumentals 

ease listening 

... . Concert Hour 
News Stimman 
. .. lesirumenlufs 

Old Favourites 

Pop Talk 

Pop Session 

... News Summary 

Top Twctltv 

.Music 

News Desk 

.... Dale with a Star 


20:00 Evening Show 

21:00 News Summarv 

21:05 Evening Show Comd. 

22:00 News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 7. News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

a.w. 72(). 1323 KHz 

06:00 Ncwvdcsk 06:30 Orejmfls of 
Paris 06:45 Ref led ions OkSlJ Financial 
Ncws07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07:30 Nature 
Notebook 07:45 Recording of rhe 
Week 08:00 Newsdesk 08:30 A Future 
for the Past 09:00 World News 09:09 24 
Hourv News Summurv 09:30 Turning 
Point 09:45 Network U.K. 10:00 
World News HMW Reflections 10:15 
Tech Talk 10:30 From the Proms 11:00 
World News 11:09 British Press Re- 
view 11:15 Good Books 11:3© Finan- 
cial News: Sports Roundup 11:45 A 
Mozart Misccflanv 12:00 News Sum- 
mjrs: Discovers 1 2:25 A Leli«.r from 
Scotland 1 2:30 ’Citizens 13:00 World 
News 13:09 News About Britain 13: 15 
Waveguide 13:25 Book Choice 13:30 
Drama Scnal 14:00 Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Hoax 14:45 Sports Round-up 
15:00 World News 15:09 24 Hours. 
News Summarv 15:30 Network U.K. 
15:45 Recording of the Week IfcM 
News Summary 'Outlook 16:45 Organ- 
ists of Pans 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:09 Commentary 17:15 Questions of 
Faith 17:45 Kings of Swing 18:00 
World- News 18:M A Lcllur from 
Scotland 18:15 Citucns 18:30 Perform- 
ing Early Music. 19:09 Commentary 
19': 15 Drama Scnal 19 JO Open Dour 
Policies 19:15 The History of Radio 
Comedy 19:40 Book Choice 19:50 
Sports ’ Round-up 20:00 Newsdesk 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

.Ull /jM/£ SW OsfcJ. 1 1740. 
/J9Z5 and 15210 Hz 

06:00 New s 06 : 10 Ncw'slme 06 -JO VGA 
Morning 07:00 News. 07:10 Newsline 

07:30 VDA Mamins 08:00 News 08:10 
Newsline 08:30 VO.A Mi 'mine 17:00 
News 17; 111 Newsline 17:30* Music 
USA 18:00 News 18:10 Focus 18:30 
Special English News & Features 19:08 
News 19:10 Newsline 19:30 Magazine 
Show 20:00 News 20:10 Focus 20J0 
Special English Nw £ Features 21:03 
News 21:10 Newsline America 2100 
Music USA 22:00 News A. Editorial 
22:15 Musk USA Jazz 23:00 News 
23:10 World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Pakistani photu exhibition at the 
University of Jordan. 

“Document a" — art exhibition at 
the Goethe Institute (until Dec. 231 

£ "Sun" painting bv Hana Saudi at 
4:00 p.m.. at Abduf Hamid Shoman 
Foundation (until Dec. 25) 

* An an exhibition by Samir Masbeh 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre - Jabal 
Amman < until Dec. 31 j. 

* An an exhibition entitled “The 
Afdiimt of Mamluk Jerusalem - ’ at rhe 
Jordan National Gallcrv of Fine Arts 
in cooperation with the British Council 
(until Dec. 30). 

FILMS 


* "Superman” (feature film) al 5iW 
p.m. ai ihc American Centre. 

* "Einc Deutsche Revolution" (sub- 
titled in English) at fi:U0 p.m. al the 
Goethe Institute. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


RovjI Cultural Centre .. Td.(6|D>7 

Anicriejn Centre M4J7J 

American Centre library Ml 520 

British Council .’. (£6147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637000 

Goethe Institute 641903 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre n24(J4V 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A ’. M179J 

V.W.M.A 064251 

Amman Municipal Lihrjrv 637)11 

Univ. of Jordan Library .* 843555 

MUSEUMS 


tumesover 1U0 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to 18th, 
ccniurics). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. JabaJ .Ai QaTa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.(W 
a.m. -5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tucsdavs. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at die 
Regcncv Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions Philadelphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Clnb. Meetings 
every W’edncsdav at the Holidav Inn. 
f:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
al the Intcrcomincntal Hotel. 2.m 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. SI 6534. 
SI 7534. 


"Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a smaif pfancunurn at the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.ni. - 1:1X1 p.m. ami 3:30 p.m - trlW 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and ci«- 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation I Roman 
Catholic! Jabal Luwcihdeh. Tel. 
637441! 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jjhal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Tmasanta Church | Roma/? Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:3(1 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Ahdih. Tel. h2354I. 
Anglican Church (Church uf the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 615383. 
chaplain's residence, tel. 601359 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church iSvnan Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Tel. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sundav 1 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 81 1295. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied t>v Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ I information 'depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (OS) 5321*0-3. where it 
should always be verified. 


arrivals 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

06:30 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

®fcI5 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:30 Kuwait (RJ) 

09J0 Cairo (RJ) 

09:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 Doha. Bahrain l RJ) 

10:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:10 Lamaco(Rj) 

17-35 New York. Vienna (RJ r 

18:06 Paris. Brussels l RJ 

18:05 .... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ 

19:40 Tripoli (RJ 

2fcf5 Rome ( RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

13:20 

13:40 

13:40 

14:45 

I5KW 

16:35 

17:45 

18:30 

19:15 

20:10 

00 JO 


Moscow (SU 

Bucharest (RO 

Kuwait (KU. 

Tripoli (LN) 

Riyadh (SVJ 

Cairo (MS) 

Rwne(AZ) 

Beirut) ME) 

Dubai (EK) 

Zurich. La macaf SR) 
London. Cairo (B A) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

97M Aqaba(RJ) 

10:30 Rome RJ 

10:45 Tripoli (RJ 

1 1:00 Vienna. New York (RJ 

11:45 Belgrade. Madrid I RJ. 

I2HM Geneva. London (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul ( RJ | 

13:00 LamacalRJ) 

Ifc35 Kuwait (RJ I 

19: 40 D/rahran(RJ/ 

20:15 Cairo (RJ 

26:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai i fRJ i 

21:15 Damascus fRJ) 

22:00 Bangkok fRJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

6fc30 Beirut (ME) 

14:50 Moscow fSUl 

15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

15:10 Bucharest (RO) 

15:45 Kuwait <LN) 

16:40 Riyadh KV) 

17:20 Cairo (MS) 

18J0 Damascus ( i A2) 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:05 Fair 

06:30 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:34 Dhuhr 

14:18 Asr 

16:39 Maghreb 

18:03 Isha 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Monday rates 

Local selt'buY rales in (ils 

Belgian franc %.5( 98.3 

Dutch guilder 179.2 1 182.9 

French franc 59.5 1 60.7 

Italian lira 27.4 1 27.9 

Japanese yen I for 100) .... 258.3/ 2&3 

Swedish crown 55.4/ 56.5 

Swiss franc 247.5/ 252.9 

U.K. sterling pound 599.6 h!3.5 

U.S. dollar 329.6/ 334.9 

W. German mark 201.7 305.9 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by rhe Department ol 
Meteorology. 

It Will be Cloudy to cloudy, with 
chances for scattered showers' associ- 
ated with thunder activities al times. A 
drop in temperature is expected. 
Winds will be southwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy, with 
chances for thundershowers, winds 

will be southerly moderate and rough 
seas. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govemorale S91238 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence lrbid .... 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Quwcismch 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alta 57306 

Ambulance J 93 . 775 1 1 1 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... |98 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 77S303 

Civil Defence rescue 66111) 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621 II 1 . 637777 

Police headquarters 639)41 

Traffic police S%390il 

Electric Power Co. 636381 W. &24S8 1 
Municipal water complaints 771 1 25/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre ft 13813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 0442*1/0 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. ... 64244 U2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisam 6o4l7).'4 

Shmcisani Hospital bti9)3l 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasncr Hospital (*7227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Itaflan. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka R91MIM5 

Ouecn Alia Hospilal 602241*50 

Amal Hospital 674 J 55 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad A jam 894184 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 795392 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Futa 74J/J96 

Dr. Dawood Absi 790367 

Firas pharmacy ob!912 

Ferdows pharmacy 78733b 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nainoukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

TAXIS: 

Kayvali taxi 636730 

Taxfna taxi 6 44660 

Tamer taxi 6664n7 

Ranhdan taxi 842400 

Raqab taxi 736428 

Sayel taxi 776131 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Nabecl Abul Ula l — l 
Sharaa' pharmacy I—) 

ZARQA: 

- Dr. Farah Aqrabawi 98)923 

Khalifch pharmacy 983417 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 64231 1 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min. /max. temp. 

7 /ft 

12/17 

6 1 12 

11/19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 12, Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 67 per cent. Aqaba 70 per 
cent. 


a ypF? r J°* cr P™* m 

Apple I different kinds ) ... 

Apple (French | 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

Beans 

Beans (broad) 

Beetroot ... 

Cabbage 

Carrot ’ 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates (box) 


Eggplant (small) .’ 
Garlic 


fils per kg. 

.. huso 

.. 400 / 350 
.. 350/300 
.. .VJ0 -24O 
.. 171)/ 130 
.. 450 / 350 
. 23ft 180 
.. n0-' 40 
.. 280 / 220 
... 70 ' 40 
•20/ 180 
1200 / 1000 
... 70/ 40 
.. 130 / 100 
.. 4(0/300 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Mallow 

Marrow 

Onion (green) ] 

Onion (ary) 

Oranges (Abu surra) .. 
Oranges (Shammouti) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

faddish 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip 


... 130/100 
... 330/ 100 
... 150/ 100 
... 260/200 
... 100/ 60 
... 120/ SO 
... 200/ 150 
... 260/200 
... 200 / 150 
... 1601 120 
... -110/ 80 
... 180/120 
.... 70/ 50 
.... 70/ 40 
... (30/ 90 
... 160/ 120 
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King urges 
Soviet efforts 
for peace 

(Continued from page 1) 

calling on the Security Council to 
seek to implement Resolution 
598 in letter and spirit and the 
chronological order of the steps 
contained therein, bad made its 
sition clear. He noted that Iraq 
expressed its willingness to 
accept Resolution 598 but Iran 
“is stiff persistent in rejecting the 
international will and continues 
to defy all efforts for establishing 
peace.” 

“Iran's leaders continue to 
issue war threats and statements 
expressing their determination to 
pursue the war and aggression 
which have become a source of 
threat not only to regional stabil- 
ity but also to world peace and 
security,'' the King said. 

“I voice that Arab Nation's 
hope that your country will em- 
ploy its influence and internation- 
al weight for implementing the 
Security Council resolution and 
force Iran to abide by die interna- 
tional will and legitimacy,” His 
Majesty told the Soviet president. 

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the King noted that the views of. 
Jordan and the Soviet Union 
“converged on the need for con- 
vening an international confer- 
ence... attended by the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council as well as all 
parties involved... including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO).” 

Noting that the Amman Arab 
summit also reaffirmed the Arab 
“orientation towards a just peace 
in conformity with international 
legitimacy” and that “an interna- 
tional conference is the only 
means for achieving the aspired - 
for peace” in the Middle East, 
the King said: “We have great 
confidence that the Soviet Union 
shares with us the view. .. as it did 
in file past... and will exert all 
possible efforts for making this; 
Arab orientation successful be- 
cause this is the orientation of 
world nations towards peace and 
justice.” 

“As you know, I have come to 
your country leaving behind me 
an upsurge of popular resistance 
in the occupied Arab territories 
against the occupation and the 
occupation authorities,” the King 
continued. “What is strange there 
is the behaviour of the Israeli 
leadership, which is still working 
to mislead itself by claiming that 
tbe revolt is the making of foreign 
and extremist source. In reality, 
this revolt represents a natural 
and real response of tbe Palesti- 
nian people... suffering under 
Israeli occupation for tbe past 20 
years. The Israeli leadership 
should realise that its interpreta- 
tion of the events is bound to 
harm peace efforts as much as it 
serves to deceive the Israeli peo- 
ple themselves.” 

Prior to His Majesty’s speech. 
President Gromyko delivered an 
address affirming Moscow’s total 
support for Resolution 598. 

“It is insufficient that Irao 
alone is ready for a political 
settlement,” Mr. Gromyko said. 
“Tbe international community 
has the right to expect practical 
steps towards peace from Iran as 
well. Of course, it would be 
preferable if the two sides sat 
down at the negotiating table 
themselves.” 

Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor arrived here 
Monday noon on a state visit 
expected to last several days. 
President Andrei Gromyko and 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze led the Soviet delega- 
tion that greeted Their Majesties 
upon arrival with a grand wel- 
coming ceremony. 

Shortly after arrival, the King 
held a round of talks with Presi- 
dent Gromyko. The talks covered 
the Iran-Ira^ war and the Arab- 
Israeli conflict as well as Jorda- 
nian-Soviet relations and means 
to strengthen bilateral coopera- 
tion. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
included His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rtfai, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan AI Qasem, Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri, Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker and Jordan's ambassador 
to the Soviet Union, Mr. Faleh 
Tawil. 

The Soviet side to the meeting 
included Mr. Shevardnadze and 
the ministers of .defence, foreign 
trade and economic cooperation 
and the Soviet ambassador to 
Jordan, Mr. Alexander Zinchuk. 

His Majesty is scheduled to 
hold talks with Mr. Gorbachev 
today. During the talks, the King 
is expected to urge the Soviet 
leadeiship to back an intemation- 
al arms embargo against Iran in 
view of Tehnurs refusal to accept 
Resolution 598. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet approves accord to boild road 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has approved an agreement 
with a consultancy firm to conduct a feasibility study andprepare 
designs and documents for the Azraq-Iraqi border road. The 
government is to spend JD 64,000 to finance the feasibility study 
for the road. Tbe Cabinet also decided to exempt all rnmnuytirif* 
imported by the Civil Service Consumer Corporation from any 
customs duty in the coming year. The corporation is expected to 
•import commodities worth JD 4.5 million if no similar commod- 
ities are produced in Jordan. 

Pakistani president meets Lawzi 

ISLAMABAD (Petra) — Pakistani President Zia U1 Haq 
received in his office here Monday Dr. Salem Al Lawzi, under 
secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture, now on an official visit to 
Pakistan. Tbe Pakistani president said be hoped that exchanges of 
visits by officials from Pakistan and Jordan would contribute to 
e nhan cing bilateral relations. Dr. Lawzi and his accompanying 
delegation arrived in Islamabad on Sunday 

Bataineh presents credentials to MAttas 

ADEN (Petra) — Jordan's new ambassador to South Yemen, 
Saad Al Bataineh, Monday presented his credentials to President 
Haidar Abu Bakr Al Attas. The ambassador conveyed to the 
president greetings from His Majesty King Hussein for continued 
health and happiness and more progress and prosperity for the 
Yemeni people. The president requested that his greetings and 
those of the Yemeni people be conveyed to King Hussein and the 
Jordanian people. 

Energy team to visit U.S. this month 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources will leave for the U.S. at the end of this 
month on a week-long visit during which they will acquaint 
themselves with the latest systems used in prospecting for oil. The 
delegation includes officials from the Natural Resources Author- 
ity (NRA). 


Britain to .seek to end Israeli oppression 

(Continued from page 1) pies, yet again demonstrate the 

futility and pointlessness of the 


noted “with alarm and concern 
the widespread violence, amount- 
ing to an unarmed civil insurrec- 
tion, in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza.” 

It noted that “theprime minis- 
ter (Mrs. Margaret Thatcher) was 
warned about the imminence of 
tbe violence less than 72 hours 
before it broke out by a returning 
United Kingdom (Liberal Party) 
political delegation.” 

It said the House of Commons 
believes that ‘‘the cause of the 
violence is the total frustration of 
the people of the area at the 
failure of the occupying power to 
make any effort to reach a settle- 
ment-of the occupation or even to 
discuss a settlement with the peo- 
ple’s representatives, coupled 
with a palpable, eye-witnessed 
and growing brutality by the 
occupation forces, whose actions 
over the past 10 days, which 
include an increase in lethal vio- 
lence against the occupied peo- 


occupation and the failure of the 
occupation as a policy: 

“Further notes that excessive 
repression will serve only to 
deepen the crisis and widen the 
danger of the situation running 
out of control, perhaps provoking 
outside intervention; calls upon 
the occupying power, Israel, to 
take immediate steps to end the 
military brutality and to withdraw 
the army from tbe area and to 
begin a process of realistic nego- 
tiation with the people of the 
occupied territories and their rep- 
resentatives with a view to 
reaching a political solution and 
calls upon Her Majesty’s govern- 
ment to encourage and assist 
Israel to take these steps.” 

The House of Commons’ mo- 
tion and another deploring the 
detention of Mr. Abu Ayyash will 
appear each day in tbe House of 
Commons’ order paper (agenda) 
for about 50 days through the end 
of April, 1988. 


WANTED 

A Mercedes, 20C customs free, 85 or 86. 

Contact 678707 or 678708 between 8.30 and 2.00. 


Crown Prince to preside 
over meeting on journalism 


AMMAN (J.T.) - His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, will hold a meeting in 
the coming two days with a com- 
mittee charged with following up 
the implementation of resolutions 
adopted by a two-day seminar on, 
problems faring journalists in 
Jordan, according to a spokes- 
man for the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA). 

He said that the committee 
which prepared for the seminar 
will serve as a follow-up commit- 
tee for the implementation of 
resolutions ana recommenda- 
tions. 

The committee groups repre- 
sentatives of the ministries of 
higher education, information, 
labour, education and the Gvil 
Service Commission, Yarmouk 
University, JPA, Housing Bank 
and the graduates of the Depart- 
ment of Communication and 
Mass Media at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 

The seminar called in a state- 
ment issued Sunday evening for 
an amendment to the JPA law 
and the press and publication law 


so as to accommodate new jour- 
nalist graduates as supporting 
JPA members while preserving 
rights of present members. 

The seminar also called for 
adopting a national strategy on 
communication processes which 
would reflect Jordan’s centrist 
policies and serve as a brid, 
linking Jordan with the rest of 
world. 

The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Labour to refrain from issuing 
work permits to non-Jordanians 
without prior approval from the 
JPA. 

Prince Hassan, who patronised 
the seminar, stressed the need for 
the information media to concen- 
trate efforts on creating more 
skilled and trained manpower 
which can interact and deal with, 
technological developments in 
the field of communication. 

He also noted that freedom of 
the press in Jordan was compara- 
tively broad and that Jordanian - 
journalists ought to benefit from 
it towards promoting the profes- 
sion of journalism. 


: possess! 
ber of non-Jordanian workers. 

These forged documents were 
never issued by any labour office 
in Jordan; and the non-Jordanian 
workers found possessing these 
documents were referred to 
security authorities for investiga- 
tion, the minister noted. 

Mr. Haj Hassan praised the 
efforts of police authorities in 
their drive to apprehend the for- 
gers. 


Ministry to issue new forms 
of work permits soon 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Labour will issue new forms 
of work permits for non-Jorda- 
nian workers with special designs 
that would be impossible to 
forge, according to Ministry of 
Labour's spokesman. 

He said that Minister of 
Labour Khaled Haj Hassan has 
approved tbe new design which 
will go into force soon. 

Tbe minister said that the mea- 
sure has been adopted following 
the discovery of forged work per- 


Government to step up efforts 
to find jobs for engineers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Public Works Mahmoud Al 
Hawamdeh Monday said that tbe 
government was planning to send 
official delegations to visit Arab 
countries to discuss the possibility 
of finding job opportunities for 
Jordanian engineers there. The 
minister, in a speech opening a 
seminar which began Monday on 
unemployment among engineers 
said the ministry would support a 
plan by the University of Jordan 
to set up a prequalification and 
training programme for newly 
graduate engineers in mainte- 
nance field. 

• Mr. Hawamdeh said that deci- 
sions taken by a ministerial com- 
mittee formed earlier this year by 
the Cabinet to study the unem- 
ployment problem in Jordan 
would include giving priority de- 
velopment projects which employ 
large numbers of manpower. 

He added that it will be com- 
pulsoiy for municipal and village 
councils to appoint engineers to 


supervise their projects as well as 
encouraging light industry. 


Professional associations 
hail Palestinian revolt 


By L anas K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representatives of professional associa- 
tions on Monday saluted the “the popular uprising 
of the courageous people” in the Israeli-occupied 
territories and called on the international commun- 
ity to pressure Israel to stop its oppressive measures 
against the Palestinian people living under its 
occupation. 


In a meeting held in Amman to 
express solidarity with the 
Palestinian people in their 
ongoing anti-occupation revolt in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, leaders of professional 
associations expressed bill soli- 
darity with the protests that be- 
gan on Dec. 8. 

Speaking at the solidarity 
meeting of about 1,200 people 
who thronged the Professional 
Associations Complex, after 
speakers hailed the Palestinian 
uprising and pledged continued 
support for the Palestinian 
brethren in the occupied territor- 
ies and said Israels repressive 
measures to put down the pro- 
tests proved that Nazism and 
Zionism were “twins in ideology 
and practice.” 

Tbe speakers, representing 
doctors, engineers, lawyers and 
women's organisations, appealed 
to international organisations to 
intervene and stop Israel’s “arbit- 
rary measures to suppress the 
Arab uprising.” According to fi- 
gures given by some of the speak- 
ers. 59 Palestinians, including 13 
children and 19 women, have 
been killed by Israeli soldiers and 
more than 460 people wounded in 
Israeli actions to quell the pro- 
tests. Gose to 4,000 people have 
been arrested, they said. 

“Tbe uprising has sparked 
hope in our souls and lighted our 
hearts with happiness in the dark- 
ness of the prevailing political 


conditions in the Arab World,” 
Jordan Bar Association President 
Hussein AI Mujalli said. 

Some other speakers said that 
the Arab people in the occupied 
territories “were the only ones 
who reflected the wfl] of the Arab 
Nation.” 

“They are the only one what 
are fighting and resisting.” said 
Jordan Medical Association Pres- 
ident Mamdouh Abbadi. “By this 
straggle, they represent the silent 
and absent Arab majority,” he 
said. 

Some of the speakers criticised 
Arab governments for not doing 
enough to support the people in 
the occupied territories. “We 
urge the Arabs to support our 
people to turn this uprising into a 
continuous civil disobedience,” 
said foam Abdul Hadi, head of 
the Genera) Union of Palestinian 
Women, who was invited to 
speak at the gathering by the 
Jordanian professional associa- 
tions. 

Most of the speakers were 
sceptical over possibilities for a 
peaceful settlement to tbe Palesti- 
nian problem. “The Arab-Israeli 
conflict is one of survival and 
therefore peaceful negotiations 
cannot restore the legitimate 
rights of the Arabs in Palestine,” 
Mr Mujalli said. 

Some other speakers voiced 
support for armed struggle. “The 
(Nov. 29) glider attack against an 


Israeli military camp was a lesson 
in real heroism,” said Agricultu- 
ral Engineers Association Presi- 
dent'Ureq Al Tal. 

A central theme in the various 
speeches was the fact that tbe 
ongoing protests in the West 
Bank and Gaza have drawn wide 
Arab and international attention 
to tbe Palestinian problem. “Our 
people's uprising reflects the 
Palestinian national unity and 
support for the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and has 
placed the Palestinian cause in its 
natural position as the central 
Arab cause,” said Ms. Abdul 
Hadi. 

The speakers were also very 
critical of the U.S. for its support 
of Israel and the Jewish state's 
policies. 

In a related developn^mt, the 
Democratic Unionist Tiroup 
which indudes a number of noted 
personalities in Jordan, issued a 
statement on Monday expressing 
solidarity with the Palestinian up- 
rising. The statement, signed by 
21 leading figures, called on the 
Arabs to support “this blessed 
ionising, to guarantee its con- 
tinuation and to transform it into 
a continuous popular revolution 
until victory and achieve the goal 
of realising ail the legitimate and 
national Arab and Palestinian 
rights by removing the Israeli 
occupation.” The statement de- 
scribed the atrocious measures 
adopted by the Israelis to sup- 
press the protests as “a challenge 
to international legitimacy which 
has been accepted by the PLO 
and the Arab governments which 
are seeking a peaceful and just 
solution to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict.” Signatories to the state- 
ment included Dr. Jamal Al 
Shaer, a former minister, and Dr. 
Carlos Di’mes, a member of the 
Lower House of Parliament rep- 
resenting a Bethlehem consti- 
tuency. 


WHY AIR FRANCE? 


BECAUSE NOW 
YOU CAN FLY "LE CLUB " 
3 TIMES A WEEK 
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DaUWaLs & Co. 

For the finest collection 
of X-mas gifts in town 



The most famous selection from Swiss watches, leather and gifts. 
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NOW, FROM AMMAN TO PARIS, 
YOU CAN ENJOY ALL THE EXCLUSIVE 
PRIVILEGES OF ' IE CLUB 
A SPECIAL CHECK-IN COUNTER, 
WIDE, DEEP SEATS, GOURMET 
CUISINE, SUPERB SERVICE AND A 
RELAXING ATMOSPHERE. 

SO YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM THREE 
CLASSES ON AIR FRANCE FUGHTS: 
FIRST, ECONOMY, AND NOW 
'If aUB'. EVERY SUNDAY, TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY. 


AIR FRANCE MS 
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PHONE: 666055 
667625 
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Ties of success and harmony 

HIS MAJESTY'S official visit to the Soviet Union to meet with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and other senior Soviet 
officials comes at a very critical period in international 
relations and in the midst of a hybrid of issues and conflicts in 
the Middle East and the Gulf region. 

His Majesty's trip to the Soviet Union marks the continua- 
tion of steady and sober development of good relations between 
Moscow and Amman since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations in 1963. Bilateral relations have witnessed progressive 
improvement on a wide range of issues and subjects, including 
purchases of sophisticated Soviet military hardware to streng- 
then Jordanian defences. In political terms, the meeting of the 
Soviet and Jordanian minds on the need to convene an 
international conference on peace in the Middle East has 
brought the two countries closer in perspective and orientation 
on the Arab-lsraeli conflict. As chairman of the Nov. 8-11 
Amman Arab summit, King Hussein would most certainly 
transmit joint Arab appreciation for Moscow's endorsement of 
the proposal for an international conference and would press 
the Soviet government for even more invigorating support for 
it. Indeed, the Amman summit adopted a unanimous position 
in support of convening such a conference, the need for which 
became all the more pressing by the uprising in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. But what still needs to be done on the political 
front is to bridge any gap that may still exist between the Arab 
position on the Iran-Iraq war as elaborated and articulated in 
the Amman summit and that of the Soviet Union. 

Surely the Gulf conflict will figure highly on the agenda of 
the Jordanian-Soviet talks with a view to e limin ate any 
remnants of division of thought and assessment on the Guif 
situation. What is at stake is still the projected follow-up 
resolution by the United Nations Security Council to enforce 
Resolution 598. 

On the economic and cultural fronts, Jordanian-Soviet 
relations have made remarkable leaps forward in the course of 
the last two and a half decade^-and 4here 4s scope-for 
improvement in these ties. 

In sum, the story of Jordanian-Soviet relations has been but 
one of success and harmony, blessed with fruitful results and 
positive consequences on many levels and in numerous fields. 
We shall await the conclusion of the talks between the 
Jordanian and Soviet leaders with great anticipation and 
hopes. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AIRa'i: King carries Arab message 

KING Hussein Monday star 3 state visit to the Soviet Union, a visit 
which assumes significance by Arab and international standards. The 
King visits the Soviet Union as chairman of the last Arab summit 
which achieved consensus and agreement among Arab states. He will 
therefore, represent not only Jordan but also the rest of the Arab 
countries in his talks with Soviet leaders on regional issues and 
subjects of common interest to the Soviet Union and the Arab 
World. His talks will most certainly cover the Middle East question 
and Israel's continued occupation of Arab land, and its adamant 
stand in not recognising the rights of the Palestinian people in their 
homeland and its current escalation of repressive measures against 
the Arab population and its terrorist actions waged against the 
civilians under its rule. The King's discussions with Kremlin leaders 
will also cover the situation in the Gulf region and Iran's intransigent 
position and its continued aggression on Arab territory in defiance of 
the will of the international community. Apart from these two issues, 
the monarch is bound to review with the Soviet leaders other world 
topics and the question of maintaining and enhancing world peace. 
Indeed, the Soviet Union has been supporting Arab fust causes and 
Moscow’s stand is appreciated by all Arab countries. For Jordan, the 
Soviet Union is a friend and its relations with the Arab World in 
general and Jordan in particular have been strengthened over the 
years in the best in term of the Arab and Soviet peoples. 

AlDustour: Great freedom 

PRINCE Hassan's address to a symposium on media graduates 
contained a valuable set of ideas and directives aimed at tackling the 
problem of unemployed graduates and also to promote the journal- 
ism profession in the Kingdom. Prince Hassan noted that freedom 
offered to journalism in this country was great compared with other 
Arab countries, and that the Jordanian constitution guarantees 
freedom of opinion and freedom of speech and writing. This 
statement should prompt all journalists to benefit from the offered 
opportunity, and develop mass communication. Prince Hassan told 
the meeting that journalism was becoming open to specialisation in 
its various aspects, and this should open the wav for training and 
research and also the establishment of a research centre in mass 
communication to promote this profession. For this reason, the 
seminar which was organised by the Jordanian Journalists Associa- 
tion (JJA) aimed at re-evaluating the journalism profession in the 
Kingdom with a view to finding more proper and efficient manner for 
developing the work of journalists in the press, radio and television 
and reorganising the JJA’s performance in all sectors. 

SawtAl Shaab: King visits a great friend 

KING Hussein Monday began a visit to the Soviet Union where it is 
hoped he will bring tb the attention to the superpower different 
aspects of regional issues. The King heads for Moscow at a time when 
the world nations in general and the Arab World in particular 
continue to pay tribute to his efforts in his drive to achieve peace and 
stability to the Middle East. The visit reaffirms the common 
denominators and the close cooperation between the Soviet Union 
and the Arab World since the King will be representing the whole 
Arab Nation in talks with the friends of the Arabs, and the 
supporters of Arab just causes. Jordan, under King Hussein, finds in 
the Soviet Union a true friend, backing the Arab Nation's efforts in 
achieving peace and ending conflicts in this region of the world. The 
Soviet Union has been calling for a solution to the Middle East 
problem in a peaceful manner, and through an international 
conference. 


The View from Second Circle 


By Rami G. Khourj 


Sorry, no liberty today; have a sewer instead 


THE RESURGENCE of violent demonstrations and acts of 
resistance by the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza during the 
past several weeks has refocussed attention on the struggle, on the 
land of Palestine between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean, 
between Palestinians and Israelis who both wish to manifest their 
national identities on the same piece of land. 

More depressing than the clashes on the ground, perhaps, is the 
American government’s viewpoint on the recent violence in 
Palestine, as expressed in testimony before the U.S. House of 
Representatives Middle East subcommittee last week by the 
Assistant Secretary' of state for Near Eastern and South Asian 
.Affairs. Mr. Richard Murphy. His presentation was of a seemingly 
balanced position which eschewed violence, valued economic 
development and looked forward to the day when the Israelis and 
Palestinians could live together in peace. So much for the illusion. 

The reality of the American position, as presented by Mr. 
Murphy, is, rather, a combination of meaningless diplomatic 
niceties, political mumbo-jumbo and an intellectual approach to the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict so convoluted, strained, inequitable, 
dishonest and partial that Mr. Murphy gives the appearance of 
getting ready to run for the presidency of the United States. 

His basic point was that the United States has a two track policy: 
“First, we support a resolution of the status of these territories 
through direct negotiations between Israel and its Arab neighbours. 
And second, we want to improve the quality of Palestinian life in 
the territories.” He goes on: “The prevailing atmosphere is one of 
tension and mutual mistrust,” which “produces protest demonstra- 
tions by Palestinians, acts of violence by both Palestinians and 
Israeli settlers, and harsh security measures by Israeli occupation 
authorities which are sometimes inconsistent with recognised 
international standards.” He concludes by saying: “Ultimately, 
problems in the West Bank and Gaza cannot be hilly resolved in the 
absence of an agreement to end the occupation in a way that is 
accepted by the Palestinian inhabitants, by Israelis and by their 
Arab neighbours. Until then, we will seek ways to improve 
conditions in the territories.” 

One is reminded of those who. having lived in Mussolini's Italy, 
were preoccupied with the question of making the trains run on 
time as a political imperative of the day. By all means, let us do our 
share to improve the lives of the Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation — but not as a false attempt to compensate for political 
dishonesty and to assuage shame. The United States is vulgar to 
point out' its “concern" for the Palestinians by noting that it has 
donated SIS million or S2S million to West Bank and Gaza 
development projects and two or three times that sum to finance 
UNRWA operations — while it provides Israel with an average of 
S3 billion a year, along with countless arms contracts and trade 
privileges which directly boost the Israeli economy by another 
several hundred million dollars every year. 

If we are sincere — and I suspect that the United States 
government is quite visibly insincere — we should heed the simple 
but wise words spoken two years ago by the eminent Palestinian 
economist Dr. Yousef Sayegb. on the question of how to promote 
Palestinian economic development under prolonged occupation. 
He said the logical response to prolonged occupation is perhaps not 
finding means to improve people's lives, when such approaches are 
directly and brutally vulnerable to the objections of the occupying 
power. The antidote to occupation, he noted , is liberation. 

Mr. Murphy offends us — and when I say us, I think I speak for 

presentation 
never once 

uses w ords such as justic e, sovereignt y, self-de termination, liberty 
and freedom! We long to Tear an American official come blit and 
say forcefully that the Palestinians and the Israelis have the same 
rights of national self-determination, sovereignty and security: that 
the Israeli occupation of Palestinian people and land must end 
simultaneously with an accord for reciprocal political recognition 
between Israelis and Palestinians; that a military occupation is 
wrong, and bound only to perpetuate violent resistance. 

The facts of the situation are quite simple: The Israelis occupy all 
of Palestine, and the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza live 
under direct military occupation. They are not free, and they yearn 


to be so; they lack political sovereignty and the areay of human and 
political rights that all subjugated people struggle for. Therefore, 
they become angry, and every once in a while, on the average of 
once or twice a year, they erupt in spontaneous acts of resistance. 
Just like Soweto. Just like Afghanistan. Just like the Boston Tea 
Party. 

It is both ennobling and sad; ennobling, because it lifts the hearts 
of millions of Palestinians (and of tens of millions of other Arabs) to 
see Palestinian children standing up to the Israelis with rocks; and 
sad, because we have reached a state where our identity is more 
often than not manifested in a public manner by the burning of old 
car tires. But that's our problem, as we struggle with the dilemma of 
how to achieve human and political rights in a difficult environ- 
ment. The problem of the United States is much different. 

Mr. Murphy invites laughter and disdain when he says that the 
United States “condemns violence and extremism in all forms, and 
. from all sides. ’ and “encourages Israel to assure that its occupation 
.practices are consistent with accepted international standards and 
the legitimate needs of maintaining security." 

These are words that are not substantiated by the facts on the 
ground. The United States' policy to the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
based on the primary of Israeli security dictates and acquiescence to 
its political postures, appears rather to reward extremism and to 
invite violence. How else do we interpret the emergence of the 
Israeli messianic right in the 1970s and 80s being followed by a 
string of $3 billion annual aid packages to Israel, the free trade zone 
accord, pacts on strategic defence research and cooperation, and 
other bilateral moves that change the status of the American-Israeii 
relationship from cooperation to apparent axis and alliance? 

The United States, following the Israeli lead, refuses to accept 
that the Palestinians are entitled to national self-determination; it 
refuses to deal with the Palestine Liberation Organisation, the 
internationally recognised Palestinian leadership; it rejects the 
concept of an independent Palestinian state. Why is it surprised, 
therefore, that Palestinians, once or twice a year, rise up in angry 
protest? 

And how doubly shocking it is, consequently, to hear a 
superpower indicate that its official policy is that its surrogate/ally 
should adhere to internationally accepted standards of occupation. 
Is this the best we can expect from the United States, the country 
which gave the world the concept of the self-determination of all 
peoples? The United States comes down on the side of those who 
would, in the circumstances, adhere to internationally accepted 
codes of occupation? How ipitifuJ, how sad 1 it all has become in 
these closing years of the 1980s. 

In South Africa. Afghanistan, the Philippines, Poland. Zim- 
babwe, South Korea, Haiti and other countries, the United States 
took a principled and admirable stand on the side of human rights, 
freedom, dignity and honesty. It recognised the need to end turmoil 
on the ground through a negotiated, peaceful resolution of existing 


this fundamental point. 

Why is it that Mr. Murphy does not want to improve the 
economic conditions of the people of Afghanistan, but rather-, 
and rightly — insists that they should enjoy freedom from militaiy 
occupation? Why does the Uniied States not condemn extremist 
and violence in Nicaragua and Afghanistan? Is it perhaps because 
in those cases it finances, arms and diplomatically supports armed 
groups actively involved in acts of violence against the political 
order? Precisely how much arrogance and hyprocrisy are Arab 
governments willing to accept from the United States, before 
something is done in response? 

The Palestinian children in the occupied temtories fight back 
with sticks and stones. The rest of the Arab World watches, and 
occasionally requests to purchase American arms, or to use 
American flags, or to rent American surveillance aircraft. Tfe 
hypocrisy of “the Americans is matched by the lassitude and 
contradictions of the Arabs. The pity and the sadness engulf ns all. 

The revolutionary patriot Patrick Henry was heralded as an 
American hero when he unered his elegant words: “Give me 
liberty, or give me death.” Liberty remains the essential goal of aD 
people, whether Americans, Israelis. Arabs or any other people. 
Would Mr. Murphy have the Palestinians face the Israeli guns and 
utter: “Give me a soap factory 1 , a vocational training centre, a 
cucumber export licence, and compliance with the Geneva conven- 
tions, or give me death?” 

It sounds stupid, doesn't it? Because it is stupid. So why does the 
United States expect the Arabs to put up with such stupidity, while 
the rest of the world adheres to criteria of political legitimacy and 

Standard? 



Why 


Murphy explain 


moral rights which are of a higher and a universal standard? Is h 
because, in American official eyes, we are stupid people, somehow 
less human than the Israelis, somehow less feeling than Afghans, 
somehow less entitled to freedom than the people of Nicaragua and 
Grenada? 

Liberty is indivisible, as the people of the United States have long 
recognised, and exhorted the rest of the world. And liberty is 
simple. One either aspires to liberty, or accepts to live without it 
until better days come around. In the case of Israeli occupation of 
Palestine, which is directly financed by massive annual American j;: 
financial grants, we hear American officials proclaim that Ur ; 
occupation should be juridically punctilious, and that Palestinians £ 
should have more jobs, banks and sewerage systems. 

We don't hear that Palestinians should enjoy freedom. We don't - 
hear that the credo of Patrick Henry applies to the Palestinians. We 
don't hear that the Palestinians should have self-determination. We ■ 
don't hear that the antidote to occupation is liberation. .? 

And that's wby we do hear gunshots, and rebellious Palestinian ■ 
children, and the sounds of Palestinians and Israelis dying, and ■- 
among it all. far away in Washington, the gruesome and senseless _ 
sound of official United States policy that uniquely denies an entire ~ 
people their right to self-determination and freedom. Therefore, 
the violence and extremism will continue — for as long as the vision - : 
and the words and the ideals of Patrick Henry move the hearts of all ~ £ 
people around the world, but are denied to some people. 
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the vast majority of Arab people — when he makes a pi 
of American policy vis-a-vis the Palestinian uprising and 


Israelis shoot dead 3 Arabs 


(Continued from page 1) 
reporters saw policemen beat 
several detainees. One Israeli 
news photographer was beaten by 
Arab protesters. 

At tiie Shifa Hospital in Gaza 
City. 18-year-old Raed Shehedeh 
of the Shati refugee camp died of 
wounds suffered" in a clash with 
troops Dec. 10. 

In a separate clash at the 
Dheishe refugee camp near Beth- 
lehem, two protesters were 
wounded by army gunfire and 
one was overcome by tear-gas, a 
Palestinian reporter said. 

Army officials imposed a cur- 
few on the West Bank town of 
Tulkarem. Military authorities 
also closed the Islamic University 
in Hebron for a month to avoid 
protests in the area, the spokes- 
man said. 

Nearly all Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
Arabs in the Golan Heights 
joined in the stay-at-home strike 
Monday. 

Palestinian reports said schools 
dosed and transport at a halt in 
the occupied territories with 
workers staying away from jobs. 

Near the village of Umm A1 
Fahm. police tried to disperse 
some 3,000 protesters who 
gathered on a major highway 
leading from Tel Aviv to the 
northern town of Afula. 

In Jaffa. Arab stone-throwers 
pelted cars in a rare outburst of 
violence, and police made 17 
arrests. An officer was injured. 

Tewfik Toubi, an Israeli Arab 
member of parliament, said: “We 
are part and parcel of the Palesti- 
nian people, and at the same time 
we are citizens of the state of 
Israel, and as such we raise our 
voice against the continued 
occupation.” 

Police said they sent more than 
2,000 policemen into the Jeru- 
salem area and into northern 
Israel, home to 65 per cent of all 
Israeli Arabs. 

Israeli forces used tear-°as in 
Arab Jerusalem where officials 
said the worst protests in 20 years 
of Israeli occupation took place 
over the weekend. 

Most Arab shops closed 


throughout Israel, and offidals 
said there appeared to be a total 
commercial strike in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The army 
closed all West Bank schools for 
two days to prevent demonstra- 
tions. 

Nazareth Mayor Tewfik Zayad 
called Monday's strike “a conde- 
mnation of the continued mas- 
sacre in the occupied territories 
and a sign of full solidarity with 
the struggle of our people.” 

Mr. Zayad said Arabs were 
angered by the suggestion of a 
Likud parliament member. 
Giaim Kaufman, to return milit- 
ary rule to Arab sections of 
northern Israel . 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCircie. Jab3i Amman, near 
Ahl-yvah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-2:20 
p.m. 

n:20-Midnipht 

Tel. 638968 


' * 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

Trie only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open dailv 12.00 ■ 15-30 
IS:W- 22:20 

Wao> Saqra Road - near Traffic 
9ndge 

Amman Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 2:20 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-5-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:20 p.m. 
<£ 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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PEOPLE mo A/5EZ? 

WAIWTEW, 

SERVICE: 

CALL US. 
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P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

Tel. 604671 jp- 





The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 



Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing. Shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing. 
oooMO'door service 
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U.N. General Assembly adopts Jordan-introduced 
resolution on a New internationai Humanitarian Order 


On Dec. 9, 1987 sad during the forty-second session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. Jordan, together with 40 other member 
states presented a proposal for a resolution on a New International 
Humanitarian Order. Also on Dec. 9, the Soviet union presented 
another resolution supporting Jordan's proposed resolution. Both 
resolutions were adopted without a vote by the General Assembly. 
Following is the text of the Gist resolution introduced by Jordan 
(Resolution introduced by Jordan and co-sponsored by Algeria, 
Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cameroon, Canada, Col- 
ombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt, France. 
Greece, Indonesia, Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, die Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Samoa, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen and Yugos- 
lavia). 

The General Assembly 

Recalling its resolutions 36/136 of 14 December 1981, 37/201 of 18 
December 1982, 38/125 of 16 December 1983 and 40/126 of 13 
December 1985. 

Recalling further the reports of the Secretary-General. 

Bearing in mind the comments communicated by Governments to 
the Secretary-General regarding a new international humanitarian 
order. 

Recognising the urgent need further to improve and strengthen the 
international framework relating to humanitarian issues, while taking 
fully into account existing instruments and mechanisms. 

Noting with concern that emergencies and disasters, mostly 
man-made, have increased in frequency in recent years, posing a 
growing challenge to mechanisms of international responses to them. 

Aware that institutional arrangements and actions of governmental 
and non-goveramental bodies require further invigoration as well as 
adjustment to new realities in order to respond more effectively and 
speedily to contemporary humanitarian problems. 

Noting the efforts of the Independent Commission on International 
Humanitarian Issues to promote public awareness of humanitarian 
issues, analyse relatively neglected aspects and identify alternative 
approaches for resolving humanitarian problems. 

Noting further the establishment, outside the United Nations, of 
an Independent Bureau for Humanitarian Issues to disseminate and 
follow up on the work of the Independent Commission, 

Taking note of the report of the Independent Commission, as well 
as the sectoral reports on specific humanitarian issues; 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the co-chairmen and members of 
the Independent Commission on International Humanitarian Issues 
for their humanitarian endeavours; 

2. Draws the attention of Governments as well as intergovernmen- 
tal organisations, including those functioning at the regional level, to 
the report of the Independent Commission; 

3. Requests the Independent Commission to transmit its report to 
Member States as well as to the executive heads of specialised 
agencies and programmes of the United Nations system in order to 
enable them to consider its analyses and conclusions; 

4. Invites all non-governmental organisations concerned with the 
humanitarian issues examined by the Independent Commission to 
bear in mind the recommendations and suggestions made in its report 

' in the context of their policies and actions in the field; 

5. Invites Governments to make available to the Secretary- 
General, on a voluntary basis, information and expertise on 
humanitarian issues of concern to them, in order to identify 
opportunities for future action and to strengthen international 
cooperation in the humanitarian field; 


6. Requests the Secretaiy-Geoeral to remain in contact with 
Governments, relevant specialised agencies and programmes of the 
•United Nations system, non-governmental organisations concerned 
as well as the independent Bureau for Humanitarian Issues and to 
report, on the basis of information made available to him, on the 
progress made in the humanitarian field to the General Assembly at 
its forty-third session; 

7, Decides to review at its forty-third session the question of a new 
international humanitarian order. 

Following is the text of the second resolution introduced by the 
So\iet union 

International cooperation in the humanitarian field 
The General Assembly* 

Noting that the United Nations under its Charter has to achieve 
international cooperation in solving internationai problems of a 
humanitarian character, 

Guided in particular by the commitment in the Charter to reaffirm 
faith in the dignity and worth of the human person. 

Mindful of the significant contribution to international cooperation 
in the humanitarian field made by organisations and agencies of the 
United Nations system. 

Recognising the positive role played by the Independent Commis- 
sion on International Humanitarian Issues, 

Recognising, in this connection, the importance of the contribution 
of governmental and non-governmental organisations, including the 
contribution of the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 

Recognising the significance of the existing workable system to 
promote, facilitate and coordinate humanitarian activities carried out 
by Governments, the United Nations system and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organisations. 

Mindful of the importance of promoting universal respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms and of international 
cooperation in the humanitarian field for improving relations among 
States and peoples. 

Stressing the need for the international community to continue its 
efforts in the field of humanitarian activities and to provide the 
resources to develop further activities in the humanitarian field. 

Conscious that people want to live in a better, safer and more just 
world, 

1. Encourages the international community to develop further its 
cooperation in the field of international humanitarian activities; 

2. Calls npon all States to cooperate for the protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and to work together to promote 
international cooperation in order to solve existing humanitarian 
problems Qf international concern; 

3. Encourages the international community to contribute substan- 
tially and regularly to international humanitarian activities; 

4. Considers that international cooperation in the humanitarian 
field will facilitate better understanding, mutual respect, confidence 
and tolerance among States and peoples, thus contributing to a more 
just and non-violent world; 

5. Invites Governments, the United Nations system and inter- 
governmental and non-governmental organisations 'to develop inter- 
national cooperation in the humanitarian field on the basis of 
relevant international instruments; 

6^ Decides to consider the question of international cooperation in 
the humanitarian field under the item entitled “New international 
humanitarian order." 


Have Christmas 
Day the 
Marriott way. 
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Christmas comes but once a year, so why 
not spoil yourself with us here? From 1:00 
p.m. until 5:30 p.m. in A1 Waha Ballroom, 
join us for a sumptuous feast with all the 

Christmas trimmings. 

So let us wish you a Merry Christmas from 
all the Marriott staff. 


/.AMMAN 
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Middle East Rally Championship 
SeriesWinner, Group A. 


Dubai 3— 4' Dec . 





In the 1987 FISA Middle East Rally Championship, 
the Mitsubishi Starion took first place honours for the series 
in Group A. Over the year, the gruelling rally championship 
saw events in countries such as Jordan, Kuwait and Qatar. 

In taking the Starion to the toughest country we could find, in putting it 
up against the highest caliber of competition, and then driving it into the 
ground, we were trying to prove a point— the strength and reliability 
of all Mitsubishi vehicles. In the process we just happened 
to win. But we also proved our point. 
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Hungary reportedly to 
attend Seoul Olympics 

Japan fears North Korean sabotage at games 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary announced on Monday 
it would participate in the' 1988 Summer Olympic 
Games in Seoul, the first Soviet Bloc ally to confirm 
it would take part. 


The official MTI news agency 
reported that the Hungarian 
national Olympic committee had 
unanimously agreed to partici- 
pate in the” games. 

MTI said The Hungarian team 
would consist of 210 active sports- 
men and about 90 officials. 

The participation of Soviet 
Bloc countries had been in doubt 
because of North Korea's insist- 
ence that it share the staging of 
the games with Seoul. 

Tfie International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), based in 
Switzerland, later confirmed that 
Hungary had notified it of its 
decision to take part. 

Hungary took part in a Soviet- 
led boycott of the 1984 Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles which * 
was a retaliation fora U.S.-led 
boycott of the 198U Moscow 
Olympics following the Soviet in- 
tervention in Afghanistan. 

A dispute between South and 
North Korea over how many 
Olympic events should be hosted 
by Pyongyang has forced Soviet 
Bloc countries, including China 
and the Soviet Union, to delav 


accepting the invitations to the 
games. 

The IOC deadline for accept- 
ing the invitations is January 17. 

The IOC has been mediating 
between North and South Korea 
over the North's demands to 
stage some of the events. 

fn Tokyo Japanese security au- 
thorities believe North Korea is 
likely to commit acts of sabotage 
aimed at damaging the prestige of 
next year's Seoul Olympics, 
according to an official report 
published on Sunday. 

The report issued by the Public 
Security Investigation Agency 
said it was possible North Korea 
would take such action as part of 
an effort to undermine the gov- 
ernment of South Korean Presi- 
dent-elect Roh Tae Woo. 

On Saturday. South Korea said 
a North Korean agent probably 
planted a bomb on*a Korean Air 
Lines (KALI Boeing 707 which 
went missing near "Burma last 
month with fl5 people aboard. It 
said a mid-air explosion des- 
troyed the plane. 

An East Asian woman was 


extradited to Seoul from Bahrain 
on suspicion of planting a bomb 
on aircraft, which was on a flight 
from Baghdad to Seoul. 

The Sankei Shimbun newspap- 
er quoted senior agency officials 
as telling Japanese reporters in a 
background briefing on Monday 
there was a strong chance that 
Pyongyang would boycott the 
Olympics "if its hopes to co-host 
the games were dashed because 
of its economic situation. 

North Korea is demanding the 
role of co-host of the Summer 
Games but a series of talks with 
the South to decide how many 
sports events would be held in 
North have ended in deadlock. 

The newspaper quoted the offi- 
cials as saying construction of 
sports facilities in Pyongyang was 
apparently targeted for "the 13th 
World Youth and Student Festiv- 
al scheduled for 1989. and the 
building programme was slowing 
economic progress. 

It also said that because of the 
country's gloomy economic pros- 
pects, there was little chance 
North Korean President Kim II- 
Sung would handover power to 
his son. Jong-n, during the next 
year. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Egypt, Angola unbeaten in African tourney 


TUNIS (R) — Hot favourite Angola has kept up their winning 
streak in the African Men's Basketball Championships, beating 
Tunisia 69-60 (half-time 40-31). Egypt, with three wins since the 
tournament began on Thursday, and the Central African Repub- 
lic are also unbeaten. Egypt beat Ivory Coast 71-66 (half-time 
28-30) on Sunday and the Central African Republic defeated 
Senega! 71-57 (half-time 34-33). Nine teams are taking part in the 
championships, a qualifying tournament for the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 

Colts move to 1st play offberth 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Indianapolis Colts moved closer to 
their first playoff berth in a decade Sunday, and the Denver 
Broncos clinched a playoff spot even though they didn't play. The 
Colts clinched their first winning season in a decade with a 20-7 
victory over San Diego and are tied with Miami for the AFC East 
lead at 8-6 headinginto the final week of the season. Miami, which 
kept its playoff hopes alive with a 23-21 victory over Washington 
Sunday night, can only win the division if they beat New England 
next Monday night and the Colts lose to the Bucs. If the Dolphins 
and Colts both win, Miami will gain a wild card if Pittsburgh, 
Houston and San Diego lose their final games. Miami’s victory 
over Washington knocked out the Buffalo Bills, who lost 13-7 to 
New England. The Patriots are still in the running for a playoff 
slot. The other, 5th Graf Sports — U.S. football roundup. 

Canadians abandon quest for the peak 

KATMANDU. Nepal (AP) — A Canadian team has abandoned 
its effort to climb Annapurna I. but a Japanese group was still 
trying to conquer the world’s ninth-tallest peak from a different 
route, the tourism ministry said Monday. Quoting reports 
received Monday from the 8.091-metre (26.538-foot) mountain, 
‘the ministry said a nine-member Canadian team led by Stephen 
Adamson, abandoned its effort last Tuesday because of heavy 
snowfall. 


Champagne for Napoli, Spanish giants humbled 


ROME (R) — Champagne and 
Christmas cake were on offer in 
the Napoli dressing room on Sun- 
day when the Italian champions 
celebrated a 4-1 win over Verona 
and their continuing First Divi- 
sion leadership. 

But for Spanish giants Real 
Madrid, Atletico Madrid and 
Barcelona the final full European 
soccer programme of 1987 ended 
on a flat note as they all suffered 
unexpected defeats. 

Leaders Real Madrid conceded 
two goals in the opening 12 mi- 
nutes at Seville as they were 
beaten 2-1 by Real Betis, Atletico 
lost 1-0 at home to Seville and 
Barcelona crashed 4-2 at home to 
Real Valladolid. 

Veteran midfielder Hlpolito 
Rincon created Betis’ goals for 
Jose Melenas and Quico Ruiz. 

The Madrilenos, sorely missing 
Miguel Tendillo, scrambled a 
goal from defender Manuel San- 
chis a minute from time, but 
could not avoid their second de- 
feat of the season. 


Cesar Luis Menotti. Atletico’s 
Argentine coach, was furious at 
his team’s failure to take advan- 
tage of their rivals' downfall. “It 
is°a step backwards." he said. 
“There was nervousness, 
precision and confusion.” 

Atletico were without Portu- 
guese striker Paulo Futre as they 
went down to a 35th minute strike 
by Ramon Vazquez. Real 
Sociedad moved up to second 
with a 2-1 win at Real Murcia. 

Barcelona's foreigners — West 
German Bemd Schuster, with a 
penalty, and England's Gary 
Lineker — put them 2-1 ahead 
against Valladolid, but Barcelona 
had no answer to Manuel Pena 
who grabbed a hat-trick after 
Manuel Hierro had opened the 
scoring. 

Schuster, whose contract ex- 
pires in June 1988, has been 
linked with a possible move to 
Real Madrid, Roma or Juventus. 

Roma were the only winners. 
They beat Pescara 5-1 but remain 
fourth behind Napoli, Milan and 


Sampdoria. 

Napoli’s win featured Bruno' 
Giordano scoring the 2,000th 
goal of the club's 61 -year history 
— an honour which would have 
been Diego Maradona's had his 
80th minute penalty not been 
saved. 

Salvatore Bagni. Giordano and 
Maradona all scored earlier to 
put Napoli in command against a 
Verona team lacking seven key 
players through injury and sus- 
pensions. 

Roma — with Franco Tancredi 
back in goal after being struck by 
firework's the previous week — ' 
overwhelmed Pescara with goals 
from Massimo Agostino (two),; 
Giuseppe Giannini, Roberto 
Policano and a Romano Galvanj 
own goal. 

Juventus. with Welshman Ian 
Rush showing some of his best 
form in the absence of Danish 
striker Michael Laudrup, drew 
1-1 with Sampdoria. Antonio* 
Cabrini and Pietro Vierchowod 
scored. 


Celtics cling to NBA Atlantic Division 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Bos- 
ton Celtics, who have struggled 
lately, are not quite ready to 
relinquish control of the NBA’s 
Atlantic Division. 

They emphatically made that 
point Sunday night with a 124-87 
victory over the Philadelphia 
76ers. who would have taken a 
percentage-points lead in the di- 
vision with a victory at Boston 
Garden. The Celtics, who are 8-8 
since startine the season 6-0. have 


won the division four consecutive 
seasons. 

A late flurry by the 76ers after 
they trailed 116-67 did not pre- 
vent them from suffering their 
worst regular-season defeat ever 
against the Celtics. The 37-point 
defeat surpassed the previous big- 
gest margin of 34 on Nov. 29, 
1963. 

In other NBA games, it was 
Cleveland 127, Indiana 116; Port- 
land 148. San Antonio 126; 


Phoenix 120, Sacramento 109, 
and the Los Angeles Lakers 103, 
Seattle 94. 

Charles Barkley scored 18 
points and had just two rebounds 
while playing just 25 minutes for 
Philadelphia. 

“It was a good win for them, 
but I doubt" they are jumping -- 
around," Barkley said. “What 
am I going to do, kill myself? It’s • 1 
just one game." 


Dynamic veteran Kasparov outsmarts master of willpower Karpov 


SEVILLE, Spain (AP) — Garri 
Kasparov is a media-conscious 
and outspoken showman of the 
chess world, enthusiastically 
backing elasnosr in the Soviet 
Union and appearing on western 
television to promote chess and 
soda pop. 

In his autobiography he advo- 
cates freedom of expression and 
accuses Soviet sports officials of 
“dirty tricks” intended to block 
his path. 

Kasparov, now 24. became the 
youngest chess champion in his- 
tory when he defeated fellow 
Soviet Anatoli Karpov in Novem- 
ber 1985. 

Once described by American 
grandmaster Tony Miles as “a 
monster with 27 eyes who sees 
everything.” Kasparov appeared 
tired and off-form in the cham- 
pionship in Seville. 

But in February he played a 
glitzy television speed match with 
Britain’s Nigel Short on a moving 
stage against a background of 
strobe lights. 

In October. Kasparove became 
the first Soviet to star in a western 
television commercial for 
Schweppes tonic water, a comical 
20-second spot that air^d 
throughout Spain. 

A more serious approach was 


dropped, Schweppes market 
director for Spain John de 
Zulueta S3id, “When we saw that 
Garri had such an effervescent 
personality." 

The deal was struck by Kaspar- 
ov's British manager, "a former 
42-vear-old racing driver. 
Andrew Page. 

Kasparov’s showmanship also 
comes through at the board. 

In his second tussle with Kar- 
pov in 1985. he flouted conven- 
tion by publicly revealing sealed 
moves — an act of bravado that 
delighted the Moscow crowd. 

Insiders remain skeptical, 
however, of Kasparov's sugges- 
tion that an aide had passed 
information to Karpov's team 
during their third title bout split 
last year between London and 
Leningrad. Kasparov won the 
second tussle 13-11, the third 
12.5-11.5. 

An advocate of Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev's espousal 
of glasnost, or openness on some 
issues. Kasparov v mts radical 
changes for Soviet society. 

"\Vhat is happening in our 
country is not just economic re- 
form. but a restructuring of hu- 
man thinking." he wrote in his 
autobiography, "child of 
change. 
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“Not everyone can achieve 
that, but those who can, must," 
he wrote. 

• In the book. Kasparov details 
his battles with the Soviet sports 
establishment and archenemy 
Florencio Campomanes of the 
Philippines, the president of the 
World Chess Federation (WCF). 

Kasparov bitterly criticised 
both for allegedly favouring 
Karpov. 

The war of words between Kas- 


parov and Campomanes ex- 
ploded when Campomanes 
halted the first Karpov-Kasparov 

nnntisrt *‘n f 11 Knf 


contest, “without result/’ but 
leaving Karpov champion. 

Although still trailing after a 
marathon 48 games, Kasparov 
had just scored two consecutive 
victories. 

At a stormy news conference 
Feb. 15. 1985, which he calls “the 
most significant day in my life," 
Kasparov spoke publicly against 
the decision. 

In the book, Kasparov says 
Alexander Yakovlev, Soviet 
propaganda chief and one of 
Gorbachev’s closest advisers, in- 
tervened to save him from 
punishment. 

“There could be no more dirty 
tricks. He (Yakovlev) prevented 
them from attacking me," he 
wrote. 

Kasparov says the “chess 
mafia" around Karpov is similar 
to "the bureaucracy that 
flourished at the end of (former 
Soviet leader Leonid) Brezhnev’s 
time." 

He sees his battle with Karpov 
as a symbol of the wider struggle 
within Soviet society. 

Kasparov even says Brezhnev's 




The two champs in action 

death led “to good things for me 
and my country.” 

It was Kasparov's raw talent 
that first made him a name in 
chess circles. 

“In the hands of this young 
man lies the future of chess," 
wrote former world champion 
Mikhail Botvinnik when his pupil 
Kasparov was just 11. 

Bom Garri Rimovich Wein- 
shtein on April 13. 1963 in Baku, 
capital of tne Soviet republic of 
Azerbaijan. Kasparov learned 
chess at the age of five by watch- 
ing his parents solving chess prob- 
lems. 

He joined Boivinnik’s corres- 
pondence course, set up to foster 
the cream of young Soviet talent 
and now jointly run by Kasparov 
himself. 

Kasparov's father, a Jewish en- 
gineer. died when Kasparov was 
seven. At 12. his name was 
changed to Kasparov, a Russian 
form of Kasparian. his Armenian 
mother's maiden name. 

By 16. Kasparov was an inter- 


national master. A year later he 
was a grandmaster and world 
junior champion and by 1981, 
Soviet national champion. 

With dazzling- victories, he 
swept past all opposition to chal- 
lenge Karpov. 

A Communist Party member 
since he was 19. Kasparov re- 
ceived early backing from Geidar 
A. Aliev, the former v jB and 
party boss in Azerbai 5 vho left 
the Politburo in r -in an 
apparent fall from 

Kasparov speaks excellent En- 
glish and is fascinated by compu- 
ters and their potential” He also 
enjoys soccer, jogging, music and 
watching videos. 

Until'they parted last year, his 
relationship with Marina Neolo-' 
va. a well-known Soviet actress, 
was widely discussed in Moscow. 

ANATOLY KARPOV dis- 
plays icy determination and tech- 
nical artistry at the chessboard, 
with a creeping style that has 
been compared to a boa constric- 
tor slowly squeezing his oppo- 
nents into submission. 


Leontxo Garcia, a Spanish 
chess commentator, has likened 
Karpov’s relentless pursuit of 
small advantages to “a spider 
weaving a fatal web.” 

The 36-vear-old Muscovite 
challenger held the world chess 
crown for 10 years until he lost to 
Gani Kasparov in 1985. 

The longest reigning chess 
champion was Emmanuel Lasker 
of Germany, who held the title 
for 27 years until 1921. 

Karpov's championship career 
has been dominated by two bitter 
personal and professional battles, 
first with Victor Korchnoi, a 
Soviet defector who now lives in 
Switzerland, and then with the 
flashy, outspoken 24-year-old 
Kasparov. 

Kaipov scored a record' num- 
ber of tournament victories dur- 
ing his reign as world champion 
until 1985 and was awarded the 
annual chess award an unpre- 
cedented nine times. 

During those years. Karpov 
gained close connections with 
Communist Party leaders who 
were influential under former 


Soviet leader Leonid I. 
Brezhnev. 

In his autobiography, “Child of 
Change." Kasparov accuses Kar- 
pov of having ruled, “like a Czar 
of chess." 

Karpov, he said, “resisted, by 
fair means and foul, any bid to 
usurp his throne. He associated 
himself with conservative forces 
in an alliance designed to main- 
tain power for himself and for 
those who clung to his coattails.” 

Karpov told the British news- 
weekly Spectator the book was 
“all lies. 

Born Anatoly Evgenyevich 
Karpov in Zlatoust in the Chely- 
abinsk region of the Soviet Un- 
ion. Karpov learned chess at the 
age of 4 116 and enrolled in the 
chess school of former world 
champion Mikhail Botvinnik in 
1963. 

“His first reaction to me was 
that I had no future. ...seven 
years later I was the new star in 
chess." Karpov told the Dutch 
magazine New in Chess, referring 
to Botvinnik. 

In 1969, Kaipov won the world 
junior title in Stockholm, gaining 
the title of international master. 
A year later while studying eco- 
nomics at Leningrad University, 
he became a grandmaster. 

A victory in the 1973 Interzon- 
al Tournament opened his way 
towards the title and in 1975, 
when the temperamental Amer- 
ican star Bobby Fischer refused 
to defend his throne, Karpov was 
crowned champion. 

Karpov successfully defended 
his title twice against Korchnoi in 
Baguio City, Philippines in 1978, 
and in Merano, Italy in 29S1. 

After the second victory. Kar- 
pov sent a telegramme to Brezh- 
nev, declaring: “my work is com- 
pleted." 

In September 1984, he faced 
Kasparov. The winner required 
six victories — draws not 
counting. 

Karpov established a 5-0 lead, 
but after a marathon series of 
draws through the long Moscow 
winter. Kasparov fought back to 
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5-1 and then pulled to 5-3 with 
two consecutive victories. 

'Hie match, already a record- 
shattering 48 games’ long, was 
abruptly halted "without result” 
at a stormy Feb. 15, 1985, Mos- 
cow news conference by World 
Chess Federation (WCF) Presi- 
dent Florencio Campomanes of 
the Philippines — a move that 
was to damage Karpov's reputa- 
tion. 

Kasparov charged at the time 
and later in interviews in the west “ — — 
that Campomanes had intervened C ” 
to “save bis friend Karpov.” ' ’ w 
Boris Spassky, a former world 
champion, renamed the pair 
“Karpomanes.’’ 

Karpov and Campomanes have 
repeatedly denied the claims. 
Campomanes said he halted play 
because both players were ex- 
hausted. 

Karpov remained world cham- 
pion. but in a 24-game rematch 
starting at 0-0 six months later 
Kasparov seized the title 13-11. 

In a revenge match split be- 
tween London and Leningrad in 
1986, Kasparov kept his title 
12.5-11.5. Kaipov fought back 
from a seemingly hopeless situa- 
tion with three victories in a row 
from games 17 to 19. 

This spring, Karpov crushed 
fellow Soviet Andrei Sokolov 7.5- 

3.5 in Linares, 150 miles (240 km) — 

north of Seville, to win the rigliK 

to challenge Kasparov. — 

Kasparov is chairman of the " . 
Soviet Peace Fund and a member^- - 
of the Central Committee of the ^ 
Young Communist League. ^ 
Karpov has a 7-year-old son 
also called Anatoly, from his firs ^ — 

marriage. > 

According to "the compleU 
chess addict," Karpov once de 
scribed his hobbies as "stami^fe"— 
collecting and Marxism.” 

Bur observers have remarkec 
in the last two years that KaipO' 
seems increasingly open and re " 
laxed. He even commented oi 
the Seville match for the Amer 
ican newspaper, USA Today. 

His marriage this summer to i 
striking 24-year-old librariai ^ " j 

from Moscow was, according ti """ 
Spanish international maste - ; 
Rjcardo Calvo, "his first move ii 
the championship match." 

Kaipov swims and plays tenni 
to keep fit, speaks excellent En .... 
glish and enjoys reading Agath • 
Christie mystery novels. • 

Karpov is also fond of snookei *. 
a variation of pool popular i . 
Europe, and is on good term . 
with Britain's Steve Davis, th f - ' 
world snooker champion. : : : 
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Rome to push for new lira 

R JME (R) -j- Italy hopes to cut its currency down to size next year 
and to banish some or the multiple noughts which mean that an 
average salary is around one million Jira (5833) a monrb. 

Treasury Minister Giuliano Amato said that in 1988 the govern- 
ment would try once again to bring in a new lira worth 1,000 times 
more than the existing currency. 

He said on Italian radio that he hoped economic conditions would 
be right for the move. 

The government approved draft laws for the new lira last year, 
hoping to boost the Italian economy as well as the currency's image. 

The draft expired before reaching parliament because the legisla- 
ture was dissolved early and national! elections were called because of 
a long-running political crisis. 

The lira's multiple noughts are a headache for accountants, 
frequently over-running the capacity of calculators. 

Prime Minister Giovanni Goria was one of the key backers of the 
new lira last time it was proposed. He was treasury minister at the 
time. 


Greek parliament approves budget 


OAPEC calls for integrated 
Arab energy data system 


ATHENS (AP) — Parliament 
has approved the Socialist gov- 
ernment's 1988 budget, which 
cahs for increased spending on 
dJfare while posting a record 
deficit. 

The 300-member chamber pas- 
sed the budget by 157 to 122 votes 
with 15 abstentions and six de- 
puties absent. 

The 3.4-triiiion drachma (526.1 
billion) budget provides a 42.8 
per cent hike in health and wel- 
fare spending to cover expanded 
state medical services and boost 
pensions. 

But Premier Andreas Papan- 
dreou told the chamber that the 
957-bilHon drachma (57.4 mil- 
lion) deficit forecast for 19S8 will 
not cause a higher foreign debt. 

Mr. Papandreou said "that in- 
creased foreign exchange inflows 
would enable the government to 


hold the foreign debt at its cur- 
rent S16.5 billion level. 

The premier also warned that 
the government would keep a 
tight check on spending next 
year, although its two-year au- 
sterity programme ends on Dec. 
31. 

“Our policy aims at increasing 
workers' real incomes next year 
through logical raises respecting 
their efforts." Mr. Papandreou 
said. 

The average Greek worker's 
income has declined by 12 peT 
cent in real terms since 1985 
because of a near-freeze on wages 
in both public and private sectors. 

The austerity programme has 
reduced Greece's current account 
deficit from a record 53.3 billion 
in 1985 to a predicted 51.2 billion 
this vear.' 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


. LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
1 heading world currencies ana gold against toe dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange ana bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterlin 
One U.S. d 


One ounce of gold 


1.8325/35 

1.3070/80 

1.6285/95 

1.8326/36 

1.3223/33 

34.03/06 

5.5090/5115 

1197/1198 

126.67/77 

5.9250/9300 

6.3700/50 

6.2700/50 

480.75/481:25 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian firancs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON-STOCK MARKET 


I > 

LONDON (R) — Shares were steady at just below their best 
levels on the day, but dealers said trading remained thin ahead of 
the long Christmas holiday period. 

. Wall Streer moved ahead after a mixed to lower opening, but 
dealers said they did not expect the London market to gain any 
fresh momentum. Earlier, the market's advance had been largely 
attributed to New York's 50-point gain on Friday amid hopes the 
U.S. Congress will agree the recent budget-cutting plan. 

At 1530 GMT the FTSE 10 index stood 34.7 points higher at 
1,751.7, after a high on the day of 1,755.4 rea.ched at 1221 GMT 
and a low of 1 ,7o0.8 just after the opening. 

Dealers said there are also hopes that the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrialised countries will follow the U.S. budget cutting 
measures with a reaffirmation of their commitment to keep world 
currencies stable. 

One dealer commented: "The FTSE s 1 750 points is quite a 
significant level. If we can go through this, you could see 2000 in 
the early part of next year, but nobody is making too many 
long-term predictions at the moment." 


THE Daily Crossword bv Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Strikebreaker 
5 Playwright 
Edward 

t 'lO Virginia — 
f 14 Pedigree 
is Headdress at 
royalty 

16 Redact 

17 Site 

16 Immigrant 
island 

19 Epic 

20 Hester's mark 

23 Toss' creator 

24 Auricle 

25 Scorches 

29 Capture again 
33 Honest — 

36 Treaty 

38 Icy 

39 Ol noble birth 

43 Br. composer 

44 Pintail duck 

45 Heir 

46 E. Ind. sailor 
48 Kind of 

orange 

•3 1 Grande 

; .2 Bone cavities 
’Sfi Cowardly 
61 Melville work 

63 Stranger 

64 High: prof. 

65 Machu Picchu 
land 

66 Snooped 

67 Edible fish 

68 Woolly 
creatures 

69 Attire 

70 Love god 

DOWN 

1 Cut 

2 About 

3 Lend — 

(listen) 

4 Goalees 

5 Suit to — 

6 Air 

7 Forma', dance 

8 Penn, port 

9 Church 
fest'.val 

10 Renegade 
t: month 
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12 Outfit 

13 Schedule 
letters 

21 Caustic 
substance 

2 'l Korean city 

7.6 Mindanao 
volcano 

27 Despicabls 
people 

28 Stupid person 

30 Swiss 
mountains 

31 Weight unit 
for short 

32 Anthony or 
Barbara 

33 Genesis name 

34 Gaucho’s 
weapon 

35 Work units 

37 Eng. river 

40 Peariy 

41 Path 

42 Legume 

47 Great paladin 

49 Fuel meas. 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


mnnna nrana nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnrarnnnEQBnn nan 
OBnm nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnanno 
mannnnnn nnnn 
□no nnnnn nnnn 
noncio nnn nnnnn 
nnnn annnn nnn 
nimn □nnnnnun 
nnnnnns nnn 
nann nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnnmninn 
nnn rannnn nnnnn 
nnn naan aanon 


50 Interweave 

53 Doorkeeper 

54 Back; prof. 

55 So long 

56 Time past 

57 Swan genus 


58 Sage 

59 Stingers 

60 Remnants 

61 Undose to 
poets 

6Z Hideaway 


- Horoscope not received 


KUWAIT (OPECNA) — The 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
has called for greater joint Arab 
efforts to create an integrated 
data system for the Arab and oil 
and petrochemical industries. 

An editorial in the current 
OAPEC Bulletin says such a sys- 
tem would be invaluable in com- 
piling studies and reports leading 
to increased Arab cooperation, 
particularly petroleum and pet- 
rochemical product trade. 

The scarcity of information 
sources in the Arab World and 
the shortage of channels for the 
exchange of petroleum informa- 
tion between Arab countries 
make it imperative for the Arab 
countries to develop an advanced 
data system to avoid reliance on 
forengn sources, it notes. 

The editorial adds that “such 


sources are usually selective in 
the data they supply and exercise 
a bias against exporting countries 
in the trend analysis they make. 

The Bulletin discloses that 
OAPEC is embarking on the 
creation of a data bank which will 
provide means of ensuring the 
accuracy of basic data, facilitate 
its retrieval and increase its ap- 
plication an,d use. 

The OAPEC secretariat is 
gathering information on pet- 
roleum and other energy sources 
in member countries and other 
Arab states in cooperation with 
national institutions and interna- 
tional organisations. 

The ultimate success of the 
project would depend on the 
cooperation of OAPEC member 
countries in supplying the re- 
quired data, concludes the edito- 
rial. 


Turkey to provide 1.6m jobs 


ANKARA (R) — A project to 
irrigate large swathes of south- 
eastern Turkey and generate 
electricity will provide up to 1.6 
million jobs when completed in 
the early 1990s. a university study 
said. 

The great Anatolian project, 
based on the Atatufk Dam across 
the Euphrates river, will irrigate 
areas north of the Syrian border 
and provide up to a fifth of 
Turkey's electricity needs. 

A study prepared by Cukurova 
University in the southern city of 


Adana said the project would 
create jobs mainly in the technic- 
al and agricultural fields. 

It would also help to develop 
the southeast, scene of a Kurdish 
rebel insurgency which has 
claimed more than 800 lives since 
mid-1984. 

Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
gave assurances in Damascus in 
July on the amounts of water 
Syria would receive from the 
Euphrates when the dam was 
built. Syria had sought guaran- 
tees that water flows across the 
border would not be affected. 


‘U.S. manufacturing system 
suffering variety of ills’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — “Made 
in the USA" now often means 
poor productivity, low quality, 
high cost and resistance to in- 
novation, according to a study by 
an MIT management expert. 

Mr. Lester C Thurow. dean of 
the School of Management at 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, said in an article that the 
United States lass behind Japan 
and other countnes in productiv- 
ity, product quality and manufac- 
turing innovation. 

. Writing in the Journal Science, 
Dr. Thurow said there is no single 
reason for a steady erosion of 
America's position in the indust- 
rial world, but that there are a 
variety of flaws that work 
together to damage the U.S. eco- 
nomic picture. 

Among the problem cited by 
Dr. Thurow: 

— Service productivity: U.S. 
service productivity increased at 
the level of three per cent in the 
1950s and 1960s. But it now 
usually is less than one per cent 
while the rest of the world’s 
service productivity is increasing 
by about four times that rate." 

— Manufacturing productivity: 
The U.S. growth rate from 1979 
to 1985 averaged 3.1 per cent per 
year. This is slower than the 
major European countries and 1 


was far behind the 5.7 per cent 
rate experienced by Japan. 

— Product quality: “The Un- 
ited States definitely lags," said 
Dr. Thurow. In manufacturing 
robots, for example, he said 
Japanese machines are five times 
more accurate than those pro- 
duced in the U.S. The failure 
rates of some American air con- 
ditioners is 500 to 1,000 times 
greater than Japanese products. 

“The average U.S. manufactur- 
er suffered 70 times as many 
assembly-line defects and made 
17 times as many service calls in 
the first year of services as 
others," he writes. AIso„.U.S. . 
nuclear reactors average 5.5 
emergency shutdowns annually, 
compared with only 0.3 for the 
average Japanese reactor. 

— Manufacturing innovation: 
“When it comes to process tech- 
nologies, Americans are slow to 
invent and slow to adopt,” writes 
Dr. Thurow. For example, he 
said U.S. manufacturers use less 
than one-third as many robots as 
Japan and have fewer robots per 
worker than Sweden, Germany- 
or Belgium. In steel technology, 
Japan far surpasses U.S. com- 
paniesr 

Even in low-technology in- 
novations. be said, Americans 
lag. 


Texari bank 
to quit Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — ‘ The U.S. 
bank First Republicbank Dallas 
N. A. said on Monday it will close 
its representative office in 
Bahrain at the end of the month. 

A statement said the bank, 
formed in June by the merger of 
Interfirst Corp and Republicbank 
Corp, is reorganising to concen- 
trate activities on Texas and the 
southwestern United States. 

The monetary agency has 
approved the closure of the 
office, which Interfirst set up in 
1979. 

Britain’s Midland Bank said 
last month it had decided to shut 
its offshore banking unit in 
Bahrain. 


Giant firm 
plans to close 
100 factories 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, (AP) 
— At least 100 factories will be 
closed in connection with the 
merger of Swedish ASEA A.B. 
and" Swiss BBC-Brown Boveri 
and Co., the designated head of 
the giant electrical engineering 
company said iri an interview 
Sunday. 

Mr. Percy Bamevik, ASEA’s 
president, said the merger will be 
completed by Jan . 1 as planned 
and strengthen ASEA and Brown 
Boveri, -Sweden's national news 
agency it reported. 

“It will lower our costs, enable 
us to invest more in research and 
improve our distribution ... but I 
do not want to pretend that the 
merger will be completed without 
pains.” it quoted Mr. Bamevik as 
saying. 


Seoul to cut 
more tariffs 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
plans tariff cuts next month on 
more than 190 products from the 
United States, Europe and other 
countries to help slash its mount- 
ing trade surplus and head off 
trade friction, government offi- 
cials said on Monday. Finance 
Ministry officials said tariffs 
would be lowered 1 by an average 
of 23.6 per cent on 194 products 
including cars, cigarettes and 


films. Monday’s ^announcement 
brings to 480-the-quHtbepof pro- 
duct categories for which Seoul 
has slashed tariffs this year at the 
request of the United States or 
with the aim of helping boost 
imports from its other trading 
partners. Accordi ng to South Ko- 
rean figures, the country's trade 
surplus with the United States 
came to $7.5 billion in 1986 and is 
expected to top $9 billion this 
year. This export bonanza has 
made Seoul a prime target for 
U.S. protectionist sentiment. 
Washington is stepping up press- 
ure on South Korea, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Singapore to end 
what it calls unf air trade practices 
and to help cut the growing 
American trade deficit. 


Peanuts 


Amman Financial Market 
hits tradi ng value record 


By Aiista ir Lyon 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s stock exchange, insulated 
from shocks in world financial markets, has hit an 
all-time high in the value c if shares traded, officials 
said on Monday. 


The value so far this year edged 
past the 1983 record of 141.43 
million dinars ($425 million) to 
141.49 million on Sunday, said 
Mr. Ibrahim Bilbeissi, the Am- 
man Financial Market's assistant 
manager. 

“We are very glad we did it. 
Government procedures helped,- 
so did the central bank,” Mr. 
Bilbeissi told Reuters. 

Business has been brisk as the 
year-end approaches, with up to 
400 investors a day crowding the 
trading floor in a pyramid-shaped 
office block in the elegant 
Shmeisani district. 

General Manager Hashem 
Sabbagh said the exchange was 
sheltered from chilly winds blow- 
ing through world equities mar- 
kets but would not be immune 
from any global recession. 

“If we bad more international 
investors we might have been 
affected,” he said of the Wall 
Street crash. “What happened on 
Oct. 19 was psychological, not a 
■sign of depression.” 

"“It should encourage interna- 
tional investors to come to mar- 
kets in developing countries like 
Jordan where investment pros- 
pects are good." 

Dr. Sabbagh, said prices on the 
Amman Financial Market, soon 
to celebrate its 10th birthday, 
were very stable. 

“When you are small, you may 
not have a deep market but you 
can control it better. Diversified 


markets and instruments are not 
. always an advantage,” he noted. 

Under house rules, the mar- 
1-ket’s management can halt trad- 
i ng in any shares whose value 
s wings by more than 10 per cent 
i n a day. “This cools things 
c town,” Dr. Sabbagh said. 

In 1978, its first year, the Am- 
r nan Fin an rial Market bad 57 
t isted companies and nine brok- 
e rs and traded 5.5 million dinars' 
( $16.5 million) worth of shares. 

Five years later it had 126 listed 
c ompanies and 27 brokers. But 
1 iy then Jordan's boom decade, 
f uelled by money pouring back 
f rom migrants in the oil-rich 
C 3ulf, was over. 

From 1984 to 1986, the value of 
s hares traded averaged only 65 
r nillion dinars ($195 million) as a 
r ecession bit. 

Mr. Bilbeissi said government 
i ncentives to local industry and to 
J ’ordanian and other Arab inves- 
tors, as well as lower interest 
r ates set in 1986, helped produce 
this year’s recovery. 

Profits on shares are exempt 
fr om tax, cash dividends average 
fi ve to seven per cent of share 
p rices and the average price-eara- 
in igs ratio is one to ten or 12, Dr. 
Si abbagh said. 

Mr. Bilbeissi said the Amman 
Fi inanriai Market was the most 
ac rive of the six stock exchanges 
in the Arab World and had taken 
ca re to avoid a financial crash like 
th at which shook Kuwait in 1982. 


“We are a small market and 
can’t afford a Manakh-type cri- 
sis,” he said referring to Kuwait’s 
unofficial Souq A1 Manakh ex- 
change, which collapsed m a wel- 
ter of post-dated cheques and an 
estimated $95 billion worth of 
debts. 

Post-dated cheques are banned 
in Amman’s market, while buyers 
and sellers involved in any deal 
exceeding $30,000 must disclose 
their identities. 

There are three morning ses- 
sions a day for regular trading, 
over-the-counter dealing in new 
issues and a bond market. An 
afternoon session may be intro- 
duced next year. 

No expansion into futures or 
options is planned, but Dr. Sab- 
bagh said he was encouraging 
companies to float convertible 
bonds, especially if their stocks 
were below par value. 

“Such bonds would belp com- 
panies raise money and give a 
guaranteed income for the buyer, 
who might later switch into 
equities when the company’s 
position improved,” he said. 

Dr. Sabbagh said the market 
would get a big boost if the 
government carried out plans to 
privatise the Telecommunications 
Corporation, the Public Trans- 
port Corporation and Royal 
Jordanian Airlines. 

The Amman Financial Market 
has given training or advice to 
stock exchanges in Egypt, Turkey 
and Kuwait. 

Dr. Sabbagh, 45, a U.S.- 
trained accountant, has just spent 
three months in Muscat helping 
the Omani authorities set the 
legal framework for a stock ex- 
change due to ope n next year. 


Bank of France i staff continue strike 


PARIS (R) — Trade union lead- 
ers called on striking Bank of 
France workers to suspend their 
three-week protest for 24 hours 
and consider their next move 
after the breakdown on Monday 
of talks with management. 

Officials at the central bank 
said no progress had been made 
during tne talks on disputes about 
staffing, wages, pension funds 
and working conditions. .' . .. 

No date has been set for a 
resumption of negotiations. 

A trade union spokesman said 
union officials would report to 
die strikers on the deadlock and 
study new forms of protest. 

About 3,000 workers who had 
been occupying the bank’s Paris 


he adquaiters since Dec. 1 left the 
bt hiding on Saturday, following a 
m anagement pledge that no disri- 
pL inary measures would be taken 
ag ainst them. 

Bank of France Governor Jac- 
q it es De Larosiere told a televi- 
sic >n interviewer: “Yesterday and 
the t day before there were two 
long negotiating sessions under 
thts guidance of the court 
.me diatpr, which perfectly clar- - 
if ie d the positions of the two , 
sidt js, and now we have to get 
bac k to work.” 

T he bank said in a statement 
that , despite the breakdown in 
negr Jtiations. it would bring into 
fora ; its latest proposals for 1988 
ihcli iding a plan not to replace 


staff who retired. 

Strikers are opposed to a man- 
agement plan to cut 850 jobs from 
the 17.000-strong staff in 1988, 
mainly through retirement. 

The stoppage has severely dis- 
rupted the functioning of the 
bank, although essential opera- 
tions on money markets have 
been maintained. 

The centralised computer sys- 
tem has had to be switched off, 
cheque clearance has been 
brought to a standstill and fears 
have been raised that there will 
be a shortage of new bank notes 
in automatic cash dispensers amid 
the pre-Christmas shopping 
spree. 


Nigeria launches fa rm insurance scheme 


KADUNA (OPECNA) — The 
Nigerian government has released 
over $9 million as extra-budget- 
ary allocation for the imple- 
mentation of a $47 million agri- 
cultural insurance scheme. 

Announcing the step at a cere- 
mony here marking the official 


launc hing of the scheme, Nige- 
rian 1 ^resident Ibrahim Babangi- 
da in a written message said that 
the an aount was the government’s 
contri bution covering the initial 
reserv e fund and administrative 
expeni ses for the first year’ of the 
progra Jtune’s operation. 


The president also announced 
that during the fifth national de- 
velopment plan the government 
would provide an additional sum 
of about $33 million to the fund 
and another $5 million for admi- 
nistrative expenses. 



All right, i ll give 

YOU MV APPRE55 50 
VOU CAN 5ENPME A 
CHRISTMAS CARP.. 


BUT THIS POESN'T 
MEAN YOU CAN COME 
TO OUR HOUSE! , 



ALL l‘M 60NNA 
DO 15 SEMI? YOU A 
CHRISTMAS CARP! 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



HEY, CUT 
THAT OUT/, 




you CAN'T 
PO THAT .j 
s TO ME // 


1ST. EDITORS PRESS SERVICE. »N, 



“My razor was broken, so I. tried 
to shave with the cheese grater." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


L inscrambte these four Jumbles, 
a ne tetter to each square; to form 
ft xir ordinary words. 


[ SLUPH 


Andy Capp 





WHAT THAT 
CONCElTEP ACTOR 
POES EVERY TIME 
HE LOOKS IN 
THE MIRROR. 


fmw arrange the circled letters to 
■orm the surprise answer, as suo- 
sested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Y Saturday's 1 Jumfates: CUHVE GLORY SAVORY FORGET 

I Answer: person who may giro you more trouble 

than anyone else— YOURSELF 
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More than 1,500 missing 
in Philippine ft Try disaster 


Ugandan troops harass 
Kenyans in Kampala 


MANILA (R) — More than 1,500 people were 
missing oh. Monday after a Philippine ferry cram- 
med with Christmas travellers sank in flames late on 
Sunday in what could become the world's worst 
peacetime shipping disaster. 


Both the Manila-bound inter- 
bland fen}*. Dona Paz and the 
Victor, a small tanker, sank in the 
tropical waters off the central 
Philippine island of Mindoro af- 
ter colliding in fhe moonless 
darkness, the coastguard said on 
Monday. 

Renato Asistorga. 19, one of 
only 26 survivors • listed by the 
coastguard, said the water 
teemed with more bodies than 
rescuers could cope with. 

“I saw the floating bodies of 
children and old people in the 
water. The rescuers did not pick 
them up any more, they were 


busy saving those still alive." he 
said in a Manila hospital. 

Survivors said they feared 
whole families had been lost in 
the tragedy, about 110 miles 
south east of Manila, and radio 
reports, quoting unnamed offi- 
cials, said several people had 
been eaten by sharks. 

The coastguard said all but 26 
survivors were missing from an 
official count of 1 .556 passengers 
and crew on the two vessels, 
which sank in waters with an 
average depth of 530 metres. 

As a rescue search ended with 


hoped some survivors could have 
been washed ashore in the many 
areas where there are no com- 
munications. 

But a spokesman said the dawn 
could bnng a grisly sight. 

"Bodies will normally sink, and 
then they will float back up. In 24 
hours they could float or be 
washed ashore," he said. 

At nightfall both the coast- 
guard and the ferry's owners, the 
Sulpicio Lines, said they had 
failed to find any rrace of either 
vessel or any more survivors in 
the search which was hampered 
by rain. 

"It's all negative." said Sulpi- 
cio Lines Vice-President Carlos 
Go. “We have four ships there 
and we've found nothing at all." 

The coastguard said the Dona 
Paz manifest listed 1,493 passen- 
gers — the number it was licensed 


them up any more, they were darkness, the coastguard said it gers— the number 


Afghan offensive forces rebels to seek help 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A major shelling what a Soviet reportei - Hezb-I-Islami h 
Afghan government offensive has called rebel strongholds ane I major role in bloi 
forced anti-Communist guerrillas arms-supply routes in a snow- - area during the 
to call for help to maintain their capped mountain range in the ; guerrilla war. Bui 
prolonged siege of the eastern Khost district. sources said eleme 

garrison town of Khost near the The guerrilla sources said the : six parties in the c 

Pakistan ■ border, according to Soviet and Afghan governmen t alliance fighting th 
guerrilla sources. troops, operating from the mail n ed Afghan goverar 


They said on Sunday the area's staging area of Gardez, had occu - 
main guerrilla Commander Jala- pied some strategic heights mid - 


luddin Haqqani asked for rein- 
forcements after an- advance by 
Soviet and Afghan government 
forces towards the towh in Paktia 
province-, which borders 
Pakistan. . * . 

On Saturday Moscow televi- 
sion showed- a film of the troops 


way between the provincial capit :- 
al of Gardez ana Khost. 

■The Pakistan-based guerrill a 
parties are preparing to send reir i- 
iorcements in response to tb ie 
request from Haqqani. who b< 
longs to the Hezb-I-Islami Pari ty 
of Mohammad Younis Khalis. 


Court clears Spycatcher 
for N. Zealand readers 


WELLINGTON jR|— The New 
Zealand court of appeal on Mon- 
day refused an injunction sought 
by the British government to pre- 
vent a Wellington newspaper 
from publishing excerpts fromthe 
book Spycatcher, t.he memoirs of 
a former British counter-espion- 
age agent. 

In an interim judgment, the 
court said the dominating factor 
for refusing the injection was the 
extent to which contents of Spy- 
catcher had already been pub- 
lished in the world. 

In a verbal judgment, the court 
ruled on an appeal by the British 
government against a high court 
derision last week which cleared 
the way for the Dominion news- 
paper to resume publication of 
extracts from the memoirs of 
former MI5 agent Peter Wright. 


One episode was published i n 
August before the Bntish goven i- 
ment won an interim injunctio n 
preventing farther publicatio n 
until the case was heard in tb re 
New Zealand courts. 

-The court of appeal said tine 
book was a best-seller in tlie 
United States, was freely avail- 
able in Canada, Australia, Nort h- 
em Ireland, the Republic of D re- 
land, Europe and even in Easte an 
Europe and China. 

In New Zealand, individ ual 
citizens had imported the book 
and serialisations by an Ausf ja- 
lian newspaper were availabl L e. 

Lawyers acting for the Bri tish 
High Commission (embassy ) in 
Wellington said they were ri rak- 
ing inquiries about available 
dates early next year for an 
appeal against the judge men it. 


Law allows government to 
monitor Haiti elections 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Haiti’s military-led government 
has published a new election law 
that lets the authorities monitor 
every voter's ballot and allows 
soldiers to enter polling booths. 

The law, published in a govern- 
ment newspaper on Saturday, 
bars independent observers from 
polling stations and provides 
penalties of up to two years in 
prison and $200 in fines for peo- 
ple who urge others to abstain 
from voting. 


Four opposition presidi initial 
candidates have called I for a 
boycott of the election, resche- 
duled for Jan. 17. 

The law also provides jail terms 
of 25 days and fines of up ti > S200 
for “unjustified challenge s” of 
the qualifications of a candidate. 

This appears to be aimed at 
preventing challenges of th e can- 
didacies of supporters of • ousted 
President Jean-claude Du valier, 
who fled the country in Fe binary 
1986. ' 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
JIW7 TrOufw UMta Me 


HAVE A HEART! 


Both vulnerable. Hast rivals 

NORTH 

* Q865 
r-J 9 43 
V A 3 

‘ *<1*8 4 

WEST EAST 

♦ 104ft ' *K97S 

? A K 8 6 6 " Void 

0-9 7 5 VKI082 

4 g 7 **-A 6 5 32 ; 

■ SOUTH 

♦ A J 

v‘ Q 1 0 7 i* - 
‘ ■ 0Q643 

*K J 10 
The bidding: 

East -South .West Noi 
10 ltf ftiss -2.? 

2 * Pass 3 0 .3 9 

■ Pass Pass . Dbl Pm 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three «>f * 


The Blue Ribbon Pairs, premier 
event of the Fall North American 
Championships held recently ‘ in 
Atlanta, was won by -two interna- 
tionalists playing tpgether Tor the 
first time. They were. the highest- 
ranked U S. star in the work#. Bob 
Hamm an of Dallas, and _S$n Fran- 
ciscan Ron Von dcr Poreen, who co- 
authored a book with our senior 
columnist and is a regular on Goren 
. bridge cnrtses^Antt for those who 
think that the methods we have es- 
poused' over the year? arc posse, 

. wc take pleasure in recording that- 
they were the oniy pair in thip final 


playing a four-card major s>'?.tem! 

On this hand from the . ;vcnt, 
Ham man became declarer at i.hrec 
hearts doubled after a dubious 
overran. West's double, ivhich 
shook the rafters of the A i.lanta 
ililtxn, ■-•mviiK-cd llammaii h i* was 

facing a probable 5*0 ■ .rump 
break. 

I lad Wefil 's skill hnd vnlnm v been 
itfnal. the defense Would ha ve at- 
tacked with three mum 'Is of 
trumps, and declarer would i have 
been ri. mined. The opening le: id of a 
spade gave declarer a chance , how- 
ever. and llamman made th« • most 
of it. I ie won the jack of spad i *s and 
led fhe dub king to the aw The 
spade return went to the aco, and a 
diamond to the jack lost t o the 
king. 

Declarer won the dub rcLt jm in 
dummy, cashed the are m f dia- 
monds, niffed a spade in han d and 
cashed th.e queen of diamond s, dis- 
carding dummy's last club. That 
reduced West to nothing but 
trumps. s*i when declarer w >ntin- 
ued with a diamond. West was 
faced with losing options. It v vould 
not have helped to ruff higf i, but 
ruffing low allowed -dumm iy to 
overruff. Dummy's rema Ining 
spade was. ruffed with cheque enof 
trumps and West overruffed . But 
now' West was down to A 8 6 of 
trumps, while dummy held .14 3 
and declarer 10 7. There wi is no 
way declarer. could be previ ?nted 
from scoring two more trick: s -and 
. his contract. 


Hezb-I-lslami has played the 
major role in blockading Khost 
area during the nine-year-old 
guerrilla war. But the guerrilla 
sources said elements from other 
six parties in the major guerrilla 
alliance fighting the Soviet-back- 
ed Afghan government were also 
fighting in the area. 

They said the appeal for rein- 
forcements was addressed to all 
the parties in the alliance, pre- 
sently headed by Khalis. 

The offensive follows a warn- 
ing by Afghan President Najibul- 
lah at the end of November of 
military operations if the rebels 
failed to make peace. 


Contras claim 
capture of 3 
towns in 
Nicaragua 

TEGUCIGALPA (RJ — The 
Nicaraguan contra rebels said 

7.000 of their guerrillas had laun- 
ched a major offensive and cap- 
tured three key mining towns on 
the eve of new peace talks with 
the government. 

Contra sources said the rebels 
struck the towns of Siuna, La 
Rosita and Bonanza in north 
eastern Nicaragua early on Sun- 
day and fighting was still raging 
on Sunday night. They said at 
least 100 government troops had 
been killed. 

Nicaraguan Defence Ministry 
sources confirmed the attack, but 
said the number of troops had 
been greatly exaggerated. 

Adolfo Calero, one of six con- 
tra leaders, told Reuters by tele- 
phne: “Our troops captured the 
towns of Bonanza, Siuna and La 
Rosita and all the territory be- 
tween. 

“I’m not sure if it's our biggest 
attack ever, but it's certainly the 
most spectacular. This is the first 
great step towards the liberation 
of Nicaragua.” 

The three towns are in the 
main Nicaraguan mining areas for 
gold, silver and copper, on which 
the government relies for much of 
its hard currency. 

Mr. Calero said 3,000 guerrillas 
took over the towns, while 4,000 
occupied the surrounding coun- 
tryside. 

“In each of the attacks we 
destroyed the Sandinista bar- 
racks. and in Bonanza captured a 
government arsenal," Mr. Calero 
said, speaking from a Central 
American country he did not 
want named. 

The contras have an estimated 

12.000 troops. 

In the six years since the U.S.- 
backed force began its struggle to 
overthrow the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment, they have never been 
able to hold territory in the face 
of vastly superior Sandinista fire- 
power and an army of about 
75,000. 

The attack came a day before a 
second round of peace talks in 
Santo Domingo and a day after 
the White House and Congress 
reached tentative agreement to 
provide $8. 1 miiljon in new U.S. 
aid to the rebels. 

Mr. Calero said there was no 
reason why the fighting should 
disrupt the negotiations on 
Monday. 

“If they (the Sandinistas) break 
off the talks, that's their busi- 
ness... we've always said we’ll 
keep on fighting, but that we’re 
willing to talk to achieve peace at 
the same time.” 

In a radio message to a contra 
group in Miami, rebel leader En- 
rique Bermudez called the offen- 
sive a success. 


to carry — but said it carried 
more than 100 more who did not 
buy tickets. 

Fifty crew were listed on the 
ferry and 13 on 1 the tanker. 

Lieutenant Robert Noblefran- 
ca. commander of the coastguard 
station in the Leyte Island port of 
Tadoban. said the Dona Paz was 
packed when it left the port on its 
tragic voyage at 5.30 a.m. on 
Sunday. { 

He said passengers with passes 
from the shipping line would not 
have been on the manifest, along 
with those with no tickets and 
many children. 

In history's worst recorded 
peacetime sea disaster, 1,503 
people were killed when the liner 
Titanic sank after hitting an 
iceberg in the Atlantic on its 1912 
maiden voyage. 


Cosmonauts 
launched on 
3rd mission 
to Mir 

MOSCOW (RJi — Three Soviet 
Cosmonauts were launched in a 
Soyuz spacecraft on Monday on 
what is expected to be a third 
long-term mission to the orbiting 
station Mir. 

Mission Commander Vladimir 
Titov, flight engineer Musa 
Manarov and research scientist 
Anatoly Levchenko lifted off at 
2:18 p’.m. Moscow time' (1118 , 
GMT] from the Baikonur Cos- 
modrome in Soviet Central Asia. 

The launch of their Soyuz TM- 
4 spacecraft was broadcast live on 
Soviet television. 

The cosmonauts are expected 
to dock with Mir on Wednesday 
to replace Yuri Romanenko, who 
set a new space endurance record 
on his current mission. 

Moments after lift-off, televi- 
sion showed the cosmonauts in- 
side their Soyuz spacecraft re- 
porting to ground control that the 
flight was proceeding normally. 

Moscow Radio quoted a senior 
Soviet space official as saying the 
third mission to Mir was expected 
to be long-term. 


Ershad renews poll pledge 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh presidential polls in 1986 and that 
President Hossain Mohammad future elections under him will be 
Ershad, battling opponents trying the same, 
to topple him through protracted On Sunday, he freed six more 
unrest, has renewed a pledge to political detainees in a continuing 
ensure honest balloting in future attempt to lure opposition leaders 
elections. to talks he proposed to discuss 

Gen. Ershad called dissident the election plans, 
politicians “terrorists” as Bang- Their release coincided with a 
Fadesh braced for the latest U.S. statement that Washington 


NAIROBI., Kenya (AP) — statement, which was given to the 
Ugandan soldiers arrested six Ke- local press Sunday, 
nyan diplomats in Kampala, the No immediate comment was 
Ugandan capital, questioned available from the Ugandan gov- 
them at a military barracks and emment. 
then blocked them from leaving The Kenyan statement said six 
their embassy for 19 hours, diplomats in Kampala, including 
according to a government state- Acting High Commissioner W. 
ment reported m Monday news- Ndege. were arrested by Ugan- 
papers. dan security forces Saturday 

According to the newspapers, morning and taken to army head- 
the Kenyan Foreign Ministry quarters where they were ques- 
statement also said Ugandan tioned for eight hours, 
troops ransacked four of the di- After they were released, the 
plomats’ homes. diplomats went to the. Kenyan 

The report follows Kenya’s High Commission building, 
expulsion Saturday of Uganda's which soon after was surrounded 
two top diplomats in the wake of by soldiers who would not allow 
last week's four-day outburst of the Kenyans to leave until Sunday 
shooting along the East African afternoon, the statement said, 
neighbours' border. . The troops also surrounded the 

Kenya has reported killing 26 homes of other Kenyan diplomats 
Ugandan troops in the border who were not at the commission 
shootings. Uganda has said two building, according to the sitate- 
of its soldiers died. ment. 

The shooting was the most It was not possible to confirm 
serious clash in a year-long di- Radio Uganda weekend reports 
piomatic row between the coun- that officials of enterprises in 
tries. Each side accuses the other which Uganda owns the majority 
of starting the conflict by sending of shares have been ordered to 
armed troops across the border. leave Kenya by Monday. People 
“These acts of detaining diplo- who answered telephones at the 
mats and ransacking their houses businesses, including the Uganda 
is clearly a serious violation of the Coffee Marketing Board, sa>id 
Geneva Convention on diploma- they were not authorised to speak 
tic privileges," said the Kenyan to reporters. 


opposition-called general strikes 
on Tuesday ana Wednesday, 
which economists warned could 
farther damage the country's 
already fragile economy. 

“The election commission will 
announce the date for fresh polls 
soon and let me assure all once 
again that it’s going to be a free 
and fair vote," he told a meeting 
of rural officials on Sunday. 

“But I will do nothing beyond 
the purview of the constitution,” 
he said in reference to opposition 
demands that he first resign and 
hand over power to a caretaker 
government before an election is 
held. 

The opposition says Gen. 
Ershad rigged parliamentary and 


the same. 

On Sunday, he freed six more 
political detainees in a continuing 
attempt to lure opposition leaders 
to talks he proposed to discuss 
the election plans. 

Their release coincided with a 
U.S. statement that Washington 
hoped the worst political unrest 
in Gen. Ershad's nearly six years 
in power would be resolved 
through dialogue. 

“The United States hopes that 
a dialogue which should include 
all political elements will lead to a 
peaceful and constitutional re- 
solution to the current situation,” 
the U.S. embassy statement said. 

Earlier Ambassador Williard 
De Pree conferred with main 
opposition leaders. Awami 
League chief Sheikh Hasina and 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
Chairman Begum Khaleda Zia. 

This' sparked speculation that 
Mr: De Pree was trying to negoti- 
ate peace between Gen. Ershad 
and his opponents. 


Hart appeals for Americans to decide 


NEW YORK (Ft) — Presidential 
candidate Gary Hart called on 
Sunday for Americans to decide 
if he is a joke or a serious 
contender for the Democratic 
nomination in 1988, while polls 
continued to show him leading 
the race. 

“Look, if I’m a joke, let the 
people say that,” Mr. Hart said in 
an interview with Time magazine 
published on Sunday, five days 
after he reentered the race for the 
Democratic nomination after 
withdrawing seven months ear- 
lier. 

“I am not an unstable person. I 
wouldn’t be doing this if I didn’t 
think there was something serious 
out there fore me.” 

Pools released jby Time, News- 
week and the Dei; Moines Regis- 
ter on Sunday all placed Mr. Hart 
on top of the Democratic field, 


with the support of about 30 per 
cent of those polled and leading 
his nearest competitor by at least 
eight points. 

“Why is it,” Mr. Hart asked, 
"that the people of this country 
understand what is really impor- 
tant, but that the politicians and 
the press do not?" 

Asked in a television interview 
on Sunday whether it was a dark 
time for him when he withdrew 
from race last spring, Mr. Hart 
said: 

“Oh, very, oh — worst period 
of my life. Worst period of my 
life. Worst period of my life. 
Awful." 

Mr. Hart said in the interview 
that he re-entered the race be- 
cause “I didn't want to wake up 
next Sunday or next week and say 
‘oh my God, I wish I'd run for 


president’." 

He said his surprise Dec. 15 
announcement was timed so that 
he could still get on the ballot for 
early primaries, but he denied 
that he entered the race to collect 
federal campaign funds to repay 
about SI minion in debts from his 
1984 bid. 

Asked if he would have run 
had there been a clear frontrun- 
ner, Mr. Hart said: 

"If one of the six, original 
seven, if one of the national 
leaders who chose not to run 
jumped in this race, jumped to 
the forefront (with) 35, 40, 50 pier 
cent in'the polls, was articulating 
a vision for our party and our 
country, people were excited and 
it looked like this was a person 
who ought to lead the Democra- 
tic Party, of course not." 


Kim Dae- Jung apologises for opposition defeat 
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SEOUL. South Korea (Agen- 
cies) — Kim Dae -Jung on Mon- 
day said he was .ashamed of his 
role in splitting the opposition 
and allowing government candi- 
date Roh Tae-Woo to win last 
week’s presidential election. 

Mr. Kim made l:he statement in 
advertisements that appeared on 
the front pages of Seoul newspap- 
ers Monday afternoon. 

It was the first admission by the 
opposition that its internal divi- 
sions apparently robbed it of elec- 
tion victory. 

"I sincerely apologise and real- 
ise that my responsibility is so 
great that I cannot bear it. The 
cause for the failure to defeat the 
regime lay in ithe failure to 
achieve a single candidacy," Mr. 
Kim said. 

Ruling 'party candidate Roh 
Tae-Woo won last Wednesday’s 
presidential election with 37 per 
cent of the vote, while Mr. Kim 
and rival opposition candidate 
Kim Young-Sam polled a total of 
55 per cent. ■ 

The two Kims h ave claimed the 
government resorted to fraud to 
win the election and have called 
for nationwide protests to over- 
turn the result anid stop Mr. Roh 
from taking power. But relatively 
few people have responded to the 
call and have instead blamed the 
two Kims fo'r Mj. Roh's victory. 

Opposition suipporters have ac- 


cused the two Kims of putting 
personal ambition ahead of their 
professed determination to defeat 
the government in the first demo- 
cratic election in 16 years. Many 
Koreans have said the two 
opposition leaders hae lost their 
credibility. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung said Mon- 
day he would use peaceful politic- 
al and legal means to try to prove 
the election was fraudulent. He 
called for an end to recent violent 
demonstrations. 

. “It is my sincere desire that our 
■young people and democratic 
citizens will no longer be sacri- 
ficed." he said. 

The ads also called for a united 
opposition to resist the govern- 
ment. But Mr. Kim Young-Sam 


future. 

“I will set my .future course by 
humbly accepting the opinions 
and guidance of the people," he 
said. 

Kim Young-Sam, who said ear- 
lier he regretted the failure to 
field a single opposition candi- 
date, met 'with leaders of his 
Reunification Democratic Party 
Monday and decided “all-out 
efforts" for the struggle against 
fraud will continue, officials said. 

Without mentioning protests, 
they said a special party commit- 
tee on election fraud would begin 
thorough investigations, collect- 
ing and publicising data on cor- 
ruption. 

The South Korean government 


last week rejected a peace offer- vowed on Monday to deal sternly 
ing from Mr. Kim Dae-Jung. He with rumourmongers tiying to 


had no immediate response to 
Monday's call by his rival. • 
Officials of Mr. Kim Dae- 


ufficials of Mr. Kim Dae- 
Jung’s Party for Peace and 
Democracy (PPD) said he de- 
cided after a meeting with party 
leaders to issue the apology in an 
effort to regain the confidence of 
the people. 

The advertisements were taken 
to “accommodate the people's 
criticism of the opposition split,’* 
party officials said. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung also said he 
would follow the wiu of the peo- 
ple in deciding his own political 


trigger unrest by alleging last 
week’s presidential elections was 
rigged. 

Prosecutor-General Lee Jong- 
Nam told reporters a string of 
rumours spread rapidly ia the 
wake of the opposition’s defeat in 
the countiy’s first direct presiden- 
tial vote in 16 years. 

“Those rumours have been 
fabricated by some students and 
dissidents to foster the atmos- 
phere that the election was syste- 
matically rijgged and to generate 
massive riots by disgruntled 
forces,” Mr. Lee said. 



Passersby snatch spilled chocolate 

KANSAS CITY. Missouri (AP) — Four thousand gallons (l5,2tK> 
litres) of liquid chocolate poured over a highway ramp from j* n 
overturned truck, attracting passersby who grabbed chunks of the 
candy that hardened in the cold, police said. “We'll cut off the 
outside part — what’s inside is perfectly good," said one person 
who made off with a plastic trash bag full of chocolate after the 
accident Sunday. “We'IJ give it to the neighbourhood kids. I 
guess,” said another. “There's enough to last 211 years." Police 
closed an adjacent highway ramp, and a state road crew used a 
snow plow to scrape the chocolate off the roadway. The truck 
driver, who was not identified, suffered cuts on both arms when 
the truck flipped over and hit a tree, authorities said. He was 
treated at a hospital and released. The chocolate had been bound 
for Indianapolis, authorities said. 

Tallahassee was site of 1st Christmas 

TALLAHASSEE. Florida (AP) — The first Christmas celebra- 
tion in what is now the United States, a mass held in 1539 by- 
Spanish soldiers following explorer Hernando De Soto, was 
probably a spare, tense affair, researchers say. The mass was helc 
at an Indian village near Tallahassee, according to records and 
new archaeological evidence. “It was probably a fairly basic 
celebration since it was an occupation under hostile conditions. ! 
doubt it was an elaborate affair,” said Jim Miller, chief of 
archaeological research for the Florida Department of State. 
“There's very little mention of it in the (De Soto) documents. 
The site of the celebration, under excavation since it was 
pinpointed in March, yielded the first archaeological evidence of 
the De Soto trek. Researchers have culled 2.000 nags of artifacts, 
including a Spanish coifl minted about 1517. teeth and jawbone 
fragments from a pig and a tooth from a horse. De Soto is credited 
with bringing the firat pigs to what is now the continental United 
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May 30, 1539, and he arrived in the Tallahassee area the following 
October. The Spanish expedition discovered 250 deserted huts 
that probably were abandoned by the Apalachee Indians when 
they heard that De Soto, notorious for his cruelty, was heading in 
their direction. The De Soto troop made winter camp in the area 
before continuing its four-year, 4,000-mile (6.400-kilometre) trip 
that ended at the Mississippi River after De Soto’s death in 1542. 

Civil servants warn of VDU dangers 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian civil servants were warned by their 
trade union on Monday to keep away from VDUs (visual display 
units) if they intended having children. The Australian Public 
Service Association said in a bulletin issued to members that 
recent research in Canada indicated pulsating low-frequency 
radiation from VDUs caused birth defects in chicken embryos and 
mice. "Researchers are now finding that people who are exposed 
to even small amounts of electrical energy such as VDU radiation 
may have the interaction of the cells altered. "The question being 
asked by researchers is — can small amounts of radiation cause 
birth defects in humans?" the union said. It advised members to 
demand all VDU surfaces be screened with a conductive mesh or 
coating to “drain away" all radiation emissions. 

China’s forests threatened by cutting 

PEKING (AP) — Half of China’s 131 forestry administrations : 
will have no trees left within 10 years if the nation doesn't : 
overcome problems of over-cutting and poor management, 
according to Forestry Minister Gao Dezhan. Mr. Gao told a 
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hit 70 per cent by the end of the century if things don't change, the 
official China Daily reported Monday. He said foreign loans an- 


technology will be introduced and tough measures will be taken to 
protect China’s forests, which now cover about 12.7 per cent of 
the nation’s territory. Mr. Gao, former governor of north east 
China’s Jilin province, was appointed minister following th-'* 
dismissal of Yang Zhong, who was criticised for his handling of a' 
huge forest fire in north east China last spring that killed 193 
people. He said the loss of trees, particularly in the upper and 
middle reaches of major rivers, has led to great ecological damage 
from floods, drought, wind storms and desertification. About 
1,000 square kilometres of Chinese land turns into desert every 
year. Mr. Gao said that despite major tree planting campaigns 
over the past three decades, only 33 million hectares (82 million 
acres) of tree plantations, one-third of the area planted, have 
survived because of poor management. He said the government 
plans to impose quotas on logging and require loggers to have 
certificates. About 11 billion yuan (S3 billion) will be invested in 
planting 6 million hectares (15 million acres) of fast-growing trees 
in the next 12 years. 

Veteran actress feted 

LONDON (AP) — Dame Peggy Ashcroft, the veteran theatre 
actress who won an Oscar three years ago for the movie A- 
Passage to India, was feted two days before her 80th birthday as 
one of Britain’s most admired talents. “I'm nuts about Peggy. I 
love Peggy. Peggy can do no wrong, has never done any wrong, 
will do no wrong,” Trevor Nunn, the Tony Award-winning 
director, said midway through “Her Infinite Variety," an evening 
of tributes that took its title from the description of Cleopatra in- 
Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra. “I think Peggy will be 
remembered as a great, great actress ... at a time of great, great 
acting," said director Sir Peter Hall. The three-hour programme 
at the Old Vic Theater, devised by Royal Shakespeare Cbmpany 
Actor Tony Church, concluded with two standing ovations, as 
Dame Peggy recited the epilogue to Shakespeare's As You Like 
It. Before the gala. Church" said the actress represented “A 


wonderful combination of great style and natural dignity." “It 
has to do with the quality she has as a person as wen as an 
actress," he said of the performer, who was born Dec. 22, 1907, in 


the South London suburb of Croydon, the daughter of a real 
estate broker and an amateur actress. 

Hart’s book resemble one by Gifford 

LONDON (R) — A spy thriller written by Democratic president 
tial contender Gary Hart bears an uncanny resemblance to a spy 
novel written by another U.S. author, a Bntish newspaper said on 
Monday. The Guardian newspaper, in a tong'ue-in-cheek article 
headlined "Enter at the Double, Gary Hart tlie Author”, drew 
strong comparisons between the Double Man. which Hart wrote 
jointly with Republican Sen. William Cohen, and the Glendower 
Legacy by Thomas Gifford. Gifford’s tale was first published in 
1978. The Double Man, recently launched in paperback in 
Bntam. was first published in 1985. “Both are labyrinthine tales 
of intrigue whose leading characters share the name Chandler ” 
the Guardian said. It said both Chandlers are tall, dark-haired 
handsome men harassed by the CIA and the KGB - Hart's hero 
when he threatens to reopen the assassination files on President 
Kennedy and Gifford's hero when he tries to authenticate 
documents showing George Washington was a British agent 
dunng the war of independence. "Both Chandlers are bounded by 
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